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| _ ~ THE OBLIGATORY EDITORIAL 
Yes, we DO listen, From now on we'll make the print a little bil largor 


Just as the A-League was about to be declared stillbarn, common-sense prevailed 
and the stakeholders eave David Hill the green light. Thank Ged for that. 


The games are over ! 
Let the matches begin! 


After months of wrangling, injunctions and controversy, David Hill has finally convinced 
enough stakeholders to vote for changes to Soccer Australia’s constitution and pave the 
way fora 12 team A League. But it was a close call. One less vote and Hill's vision would 
have been in tatters. Instead of Heidelberg, Parramatta and Melbourne Zebras leaving the 
SFS disillusioned and (in some cases) in tears, Hill would have been left conternplating a 
season as disruptive as that seen by the ARL in 1995. 

It was a historic (histrionic?) vote in more ways than one. It has generally been 
acknowledged that NSL clubs vote as a bloc. Concerned that clubs would lose their 
influence on the game's direction if they didn't vote as a bloc, Marconi's Tony Labozzetta 
was keen to convene a meeting of all clubs on the eve of the stakeholders meeting. At the 
ASF's meeting in Sydney on July 16 (to vote on the 12 team leaque) most clubs - even the 
dumped trio - abstained from voting. The VSF, along with the exiles, led the ‘no’ vote. 
However, most clubs remained undecided (at least publicly) until the last moment 


The preceding two weeks had been an attempt by David Hill and his opponents to fly 
the length and breadth of Oz to convince the swinging voters. DH toured the marginals like 
a politician, striving to gain that magical 75% of votes needed to change the constitution. 
We can only speculate as to what promises were made, but whatever the dialogue, it 
worked. Some clubs, fearing an autocratic chairman, voted against. Others like West 
Adelaide and Sydney United braved the inevitable backlash and voted for change. Some 
like South Melbourne's George Vasilopoulos were under pressure from Melbourne's Greek 
press and community to show solidarity for the Bergers. 

Interestingly, the non-Sydney/Melbourne clubs sided with Hill, Perhaps they saw this as 

an opporiunity to once and for all end the code's dominance by those two cities, VVhat is 
certain is that SocAus is unlikely to require such a fine margin of support again. The 
current structure of the league ensures that most clubs are wholeheartedly in support of 
Hill. The Sydney and Melbourne clique has been reduced to five. More importantly, for the 
first time in the history of the NSL Sydney and Melbourne provide less than 50% of the 
competing clubs. For the first time we have the beginnings of a national competition, 





Not that all matters have been resolved and the future is all is sweetness and light. 
Divisions still exist with certain clubs and state federations on one side of the fence and 
SocAus on the other. DH was quick to try and heal any permanent division by flying to 
Melbourne to meet with Heidelberg officials, He stressed that any club fulfilling A-League 
criteria in the future will be invited to join. Anyone care to guess how many teams in next 
year's comp? 

So as the season kicks off, questions still linger. How competitive will he Breakers and 
Cosmos be? If they struggle, will the axed clubs be invited back? Will Perth and maybe 
even Auckland or Singapore be invited to join? Al least one thing ts certain now that Hill 

has came back from the brink of major embarrassment and proven that when push comes 
to shove he can come up with the numbers. We will see less court action and more 
conciliation. If nothing else the soccer fraternity has seen that David Hill is not frightened to 
step on toes, and he has seen that the soccer fraternity’s Infamous political infighting has 
the capacity to defeat even his grand plans 





Wve hawe 
OP 1 aft-off! 

A League set to launch 

Oz soccer into new era 


(But don’t tell the media) 





SocAus spared little expense in ensuring the mecia wore given the right message 
dunng the oficial launch ot the A-Leaque al the SES on October, just one cay before the 
Newcastle Mreakers and UTS Olympic (that's Sydney Olympic by the wey) got The season 
underway onthe park About 200 aciministratorm and media teplesentatives: wore 
summoned for and) SO announeement bulbwhen the eloek ticked tawards 17 40 here 
were a lew nervous glances from the organiser 


"Perhaps | can just read this paragraph in case i's netrght) Gasa morning ladies and 
gentlemen [im sony | cannot be wilh you tan inerning " Whoops! The unitiatakeable 
tones of David Hill ernanated trom the PA which bad unfortunately fed ite volunie contol 
left up. But all was soon in order, and hostess Tracy Holmes crowsed live to London where 
the giant screens showed a beaming David Hill, whe apologised for (sem above), and then 
proceded to recap previous achenvermnents of the ‘new broom’. the Optus deal, scholarships 
etc, before announcing the big news Ericssean had signed @ multimillion dotlen 
sponsorship deal, and the 12 A-League Glubs will coripele for the Enicason Cup 

The obligatory music video followed (some very cool heavy blues fora change) teatunng 
some of last year's action before the speeches began First up was Daryl Chambers 
general manager of Ericsson who naturally gave his compariy plenty of pluge and made 
sure we knew that his company was “excited to be a part of", you know the stuf! 

George Negus was then ‘interviewed by hostess TH and told us that soccer has come out 
of the closet and as David pointed out ©. this is a crucial step" 


lf 'm giving the impression that the launch was short on specifics then I'm on the right 
track, During the (too short?) question and answer session that followed it became 
apparent that the important thing was the matches are starting. No relegation/promotian 
criteria has been decided on and probably won't be until late October or even Novernber, 
which may well catch some clubs nght off guard. The actual amount of the sponsorship 
was another source of speculation, simply because neither Ericsson nor SocAus was willing 
to divulge precise amounts. Perhaps it's best not to speculate why, The question of 
prizemoney was raised, but the response suggested their would be none as such, with the 
main priority being to get the league on a sound financial footing. 


Enter the players. Each club represented, all in gleaming new strips and some of the 
biggest names in the A-League were available to the press for snaps with the trophy (Paul 
Wade holding it for the first and last time according to Frank Farina!). But that's not all 
The players then ventured down on to the SFS turf for a 30-40 minute kickabout - a rare 
opportunity to capture enough file footage for the next eight months - and what happened? 
About half a dozen walked down and set to work while the rest stayed Upstairs and did 
whatever it was that was so important, 


| dant know whal was so bloody important and | don't care | fell qreencuieiely earn tow Tie 
players, whe mingled around in groups of three and four Galohing Hip oon Holiday stones ane 
whe's playing for who, a result of so many club officials anving at We Tintin wath 
completed registration and transfer forms A number ob jOUrnalels should De aatiatied at 
heviselves Neo pont naming Names. Let's hope iey fee ine a@nel obneaniye Tie a litrede: 
Australian sochor will be ina enue beetle ebale wien) Hineye clo 





Ericsson - What they get for their dosh 

The clubs will, of course, be playing for the Ericsson Cup, 
but the players have individual awards to aspire to as well. 
For a start there is a weekly Ericsson Man-of-the-Match 
award, as well as a chance to be selected in the Ericsson 
All-Star team to be selected at the end of the season. 

As usual there is the ground signage and general 
advertising, and the hope that every journalist will refer to a 
team as leading in the Ericsson Cup rather than leading the 
minor championship race. And 'SU' is more than happy to 
do the right thing and print the new logo again (see right). 











The telegrams. 

To celebrate the wedding of SocAus and Ericsson a number of people (being 
unable to attend in person) felt obliged to send a telegram. The highlights’? 
Neville Wran (speaking from Europe) * see below - This support from a glabal 
company of the calibre of Ericsson is a ringing endorsement... Geddit? 
Nick Bolkus - Ericsson Australia’s decision...is a resounding vote of confidence... 
John Faulkner - The /aunch of the Ericsson Cup competition heralds the start of a 
new and successful era... 
Jeff Kennett - / am delighted that a Melbourne based cornpany... 
Like | said, they were the highlights... 


“On the subject of ‘Nifty’ | must say | was disappointed that The Hon, Neville Wran AO QC 

President of Soccer Australia Was Unable to host the launch in person. When the invitation 
arrived in the mail | assumed the man whose name was on the invitation Would be actually 

there to welcome his quests. | was looking forward to asking him @ question or two. 


In London looking for prospective tourists 
The main purpose of Hill's visit to London was to meet up with Eddie Thomson 
and hold discussions with various national federations with a view to organise tours in 

Jan or June next year. Again, specifics were minimal, although Sweden and Russia 
were mentioned as possibilities. Maybe the Japanese Olympic team in Oct/Nov, and 

of course the two NZ games later this year. The question of under-strength teams 
was raised, and Hill conceded he was hesitant to bring back players for friendlies, 
with a need to weigh up the needs of the Euroroos with the needs of their clubs. 
Sound familiar? 





But ref, | don’t wear any underpants! 
In one of the (attempted) light-hearted moments hostess TH asked ‘Maid of Honour’ 
Frank Farina (don't ask!) about a clampdown on dress standards this season. In 
particular the need for the shirt to remain tucked in and the socks pulled up. But 
Frank wasn't sure if she was kidding when she claimed the player's undergarments 
must be the same colour as his shorts. | suppose she meant bicycle shorts, but the 
looks exchanged said it all. Sorry, that was one you just had to be there for.... 








Did that REALLY happen? 


‘Studs Up’ takes it's regular look af the normal and the abnonnal, and invites 
reader contributions. Particularly if they're abnormal... 


On the field... 


AUGUST 
19 - Finals time in South Australia, and Salisbury Apaches player-coach Alby Kidd ‘loses 
the plot’ after copping a red and is done for violent conduct after manhandling the referee 
He js later suspended for 12 months. Oh, the Apaches lost 1-4. 

26 - Australia thumps Brazil 4-1! Michael Curcija is the Oz hat-trick hero at the World 
University Games in Japan, but will miss the quarter final after receiving his second yellow 
card for the tournament. Back home, South Melbourne help out an old friend and get 
themselves a friendly victory (4-3) in the process as the meet up with A League ‘hopefuls’ 
Port Melbourne who prefer not to enjoy their week off 

2/7 - Blacktown (as expected) progress 
to the NSW Grand Final after downing 
Canterbury 2-0. Meanwhile, the finals 
are only just kicking off south of the 
border, and Bulleen ‘keeper Jeff Olver 
(right) can't bear to watch as his learn 
commences a fairy-tale run wilh a 
penalty win over Albion. In the second 
match Altona Magic comfortably defeat 
a disappointing Sunshine Georgies 2-U. 
28 - Australia crash out of the World 
University Games, going down 0-4 to 
Japan in a 1/4 final. 





SEPTEMBER 

2 - Warringah Dolphins clinch the NSW Super League title with a victory over Blacktown 
Ross Etherington scores the only goal of the game in the /th minute. 

3 - Sydney Olympic defeat South Melbourne 2-1 in a fnendly, while the annual challenge 
match between Italian sister clubs Marconi and Adelaide City finishes in a 1-1 draw 

In Victoria, Altona move inte the VPL grand final after defeating Port Melbourne 1-0 aet 

In the other final Bulleen demolish Sunshine 5-1 

9 - Waratah Cup action sees Marconi defeat Sydney Olympic 3-2. 

10 - Bulleen progress to the Victorian grand final, downing Port Melb jn a shoot-out aiter 
the preliminary final ends 0-0. 

46 - NSW take out the final of the Wornens Youth Championships in Southport, with Liz 
Catton scoring a sensational winner in a deserved 2-1 victory. 

47 - Altona clinch the Victorian championship with a 3-2 victory over Bulleen at Olympic 
Park. Canberra Cosmos show they will be no pushovers with a narrow 1-2 loss to Sydney 
United in a Waratah Cup quarter final, Over in South Oz, Ad City defeats the Sharks on 
penalties, after extra time (1-1) in the final of the Fairmont Challenge Cup. 

22 - Sydney Utd advance to the Waratah Cup final with a 2-0 win over Parramatta 

93 - Red Faces al Marconi as they lose 71-3 at home to Canterbury in a Waratah Cup semi 
final. Earlier in the day the Victorian U15's and U16's both rack up big wins on the opening 
day of the junior championships. 


24 - The Womens National Championships kick off al Manon in South Australia frown in 
Victona, the Melbourne Knights go berzerk and hit NINE past Heidelberg i a Docherty Cup 
quarter final. Oh yeah, the 'bergers got one too, South Melbourne alvo advan nr to thie 
wes with 4 comfortable 4-1 win over Preston Dart know about at ofletie (rape Wott 
fy Spenial mentor required for Northern WISVV a Ivan hal Te jrevel ne 
Wornens (ships in Acdetaide 


2f - In the big Dockerty Cup semi final double header at Olympic Park, the Knights 
overcome the Zebras 2-0, while South Melbourne defeat Morwell Falcons 3-1. 

29 - NSW do ‘the double’ at the junior championships, defeating Victoria 2-0 in the U15's 
final, while in the U16's they also win 2-0, this time over South Australia. 

30 - NSW win their third consecutive Womens title, defeating Queensland 1-0 in the final. 
OCTOBER 

1 - Sydney United defeat Canterbury 2-1 in the final of the Waratah Cup, while South 
Melbourne run out deserved 3-1 winners over Melbourne Knights to win the Dockerty Cup. 
6 - The A-League kicks off in Newcastle where the home team draw 2-2 with UTS Olympic, 
Trivia buffs should note the first A-League goal was scored by Newcastle's Jason Bennett, 


.. and off 

AUGUST 

22 - The Knights confirm they have spoken to 
unsettled Socceroo John Markovski (left), 

28 - Leicester City offers Marconi $200,000 for Steve 
Corica, Marconi say %@S#&"!% 

29 - A news report surfaces in Brussels suggesting 
Dominic Longo has been sacked by Cercle Brugae for 
allegedly raiding the cash tin. Stay tuned... 

30 - South Melbourne gives Con Boutsianis 
permission to chat with Adelaide City, but the asking 
price of $35,000 for the transfer fee could scare them 
off... 

31 - Heidelberg pay $110,000 in back taxes, and that's 
enough for the Oz Tax Dept to cancel a winding-up 
order, 





SEPTEMBER 

9 - Under 17 Golden Boot winner Daniel Allsopp agrees to join South Melbourne. Ad City 
seeks permission from Soccer SA to field Con Boutsianis in the local Fairmont Challenge 
Cup ($30,000 prizemoney) whilst negotiating with South Melbourne over the transfer fee. 
Rumour has it that former West Adelaide player Tony Gasparetto is interesting A Leaque 
newcomers Newcastle. He's recently been playing in Malaysia with Kedah. Watch out for 
an appearance in Cosmos colours though... 

6 - The Sharks go into the Fairmont CC with injuries to Ndongo-Keller, Haniotis and 
Keramides. Ad City meanwhile is trialing local player Bradley Armour, whoa signs the 
following week, 

8 - The Federal Court in Melbourne rejects the Melbourne Zebras request for an injunction 
to prevent the stakeholder's meeting on Sept 13, Justice Olney decides " there 1s no 
merit in the application" 

§ - Soccer Australia announce a three year (31. / mil?) pay tv deal with Optus Vision 
providing the new leaque only has twelve teams. 

11 - Ad City coach John Perin returns from a player scouling mission in NSW, 
unimpressed and empty-handed. 

13 - The stakeholders meeting endorses Hill's plans for constitutional reform Just 

Plenty of argument follows the first Ballot, with allegations the dumped clubs were ‘sold out’ 
after the second ballot. The two Melbourne clubs appear to want to accept the decision, 
but Parramatta may have more surprises in store. 

14 - Following yesterday's decision. Sharks coach Raul Blanco expresses his desire to sign 
Parramatta star Gabriel Mendez. 

19 - Ad City president, Fred Lenzi, is to propose a two round NSL, which would be 
unhurried and hold more interest for the soccer public, al the next NSL meeting. West Ad 
still have problems with Ndongo-Keller progressing slowly following two knee operations. 
George Haniotis could be out of action for four weeks with a Groin injury. 








20 - The Federal Court in Melbourne - unchallenged - lifts the injunction on SocAus 
allowing the A-League to get up and running The same decision is feached in Sydney two 
days later. 

21 - Ad City expresses in interest in local atriker Andrew Barghi tlo and Gulleen striker 
Peter Di lorio, who js also being chased (along wilh teammate ober Liparattiy by the 
Melbourne Knights. Bobby Chariton accepts the position of viee patron wilh local club 
Salisbury Apaches 

26 - South Melbourne sign AIS graduate Michanl Curcya lf you're asking "Who?" then go 
back and re-read Auqust 26, 

2? - éoran Matic and assistant 
couch Adnan Santrac (West Ad 
ass coach) choose the SA state 
squad from local leaque players 
for the wo clashes against 
Vieloria in October for the 

Gea ge Wallace Cup 

28 - Paul Wade (left) signs for 
Canberra Cosmos whilst 
negotations lor hws transfer 
continue to take place. Bad 
news for Adelaide City as they 
fail in their atleript lo cash in oen 
Aurelio Vidmar's transfer to 
Dutch qants Feyenoord, They 
arqued to FIFA that there was a 
contractual clause with Belgian 
club Kortnjk which would yield 
them part of any future transfer 
fee, in this case up around the 
S1mil mark 

Bad news from England as Q@PR announces that Ned Zelic will be missing tor al least a 
month after a knee operation. 

29 . Newcastle Breakers hold their season launch where they announce no major sponsor, 
David Lowe to be captain and John Kosmina firing a broadside at the ASF for "shafting" 
areas like Newcastle in the past. SocAus announces the A-League will use the FIFA 
approved three points for a win system, and penalty shootouts will be scrapped. Hooray! 
30 - Sharks coach Raul Blanco — 

(pictured right with John Major 
lookalike!) receives permission to 
talk to Gabriel Mendez. 

Soccer SA expresses a desire to 
field teams from Darwin and 
Tasmania in the Premier League 
in ‘96 and two Port Pirie teams 
(Virtus and Savoy) in the State 
League, to establish a strong 
second tier competition to the A- 
League, Also announced isa 
10 team summer youth league, 
with the Zebras and Sharks 
youlh teams playing curtain 
risers to ther A-League games. 








OCTOBER 

% Segoe Avatralia launches the new AcLoogue season ii Stylo wilhi a lari at tit Sts 
and the announcement of a multi rition collar live yet epronmeninahityy clea willy 
lelecnoninninieations gant bnesson 


For far too long this regular finger pointing section has languished amongst 
the pages with the larger shirt numbers. “No longer" says the editorial staff, as 
we are forced to issue a few more cards. Atleast we haven't had to expand 
this section to two pages yet. But if anyone wants to help us out and send us 
some information about the idiotic things that go on we’re more than happy to 
reach into the pocket and 


Get the book out! 


Qne footnote we forgot to mention in our launch repart on Pg 4-5 was 
the nagging feeling something was missing. Then it struck us. 

The logo. Go on, keep looking, Can't spot it? Oh, come on now 

Try looking under Bass Strait... oh dear. 

That's definitely worth a Red card to the designer, and a Yellow card to 
SocAus for not picking it up! 





Yellow card to Melbourne Herald Sun soccer scribe Peter Desira for the following 
comment on September 18, following Altona’s grand final victory. 

"Altona, which has always lived in the shadow of big sister club Preston, has now 
arnived as a power after years of building up its facilities and can justifiably claim itself as 
a future candidate for the new A-League" 

Really, Pete? Are you seriously suggesting the ‘new broom’ are going to welcome a 
Macedonian club into the 'new NSL? Who are you kidding? 

We can't say Soccer Australia would reject Altona on ethnic grounds. That would be 
inviting legal action. But we can say that Hill & co are trying to expand the viewing 
audience to include the average Aussie sports fan, not another narrow support base to add 
to the current batch. And let's be honest. with so many ‘ski's in the team they could 
rename their home ground ‘The Chalet’. 


Yellow card to Or Margaret Lindlay for her truly ridiculous comments on the eve of the AFL 
Grand Final. Those those lucky enough to miss her, she waffled on about rugby being a 
game for meatheads (no argument there) and how Aussie Rules is the greatest game in 
the world and should be respected as such (well, it was the Ron Barassi Memorial Lecture) 
and so on and then came the classic line "soccer is a game for wimps’, 

Oh God! We thought that sort of shit went out years ago. Obviously the lady has never 
watched soccer in Brazil, Cameroon or Wimbledon. Margaret, you've really done nothing 
but embarrass yourself, But we're not happy with that - have a yellow! 


Yellow card to the majority of journos at the A-League launch. We know we've already 
had a go about this on page 4, but that's not going to stop us issuing some cardboard. 

It seems you can lead a media hack to water, but you can't make him drink, SocAus must 
be applauded for allowing representatives of the media on to the SFS surface to meet the 
players, many of whom had been flown in for the day. Unfortunately only a few took 
advantage of this great opportunity to interview, photograph or just talk to the likes of Wade, 
Farina, De Marigny, Lowe, Tobin, Taliadores etc. Most journos, as if by habit, adjourned to 
the bar. Well, the lunch actually, busy squirrelling away the ‘media packs’ thoughtfully 
provided by the hosts. It was fascinating to read the ‘reports’ in the press in the days that 
followed, watching who just filled their page with slabs of quotes from the media kit. 

We hope SocAus isnt too disheartened. Perhaps next time they should turn it into a family 
day and invite the kids to meet the stars. The exercise proved a great success before the 
Ghana games, and the kids would obviously be far more inlerested in talking to the players 
than the media. 








Paul Okon 


The Nine Million Dollar Man 


an interview by Roger Sleeman 





Just fifteen months ago, as the excitement of USA '94 was aboul to unfold, Pau) Gkon 
the FCG Brugge and Socceroo sweeper was back in Sydney pondenng the prospect of 
playing on the world stage. 

As Okon watched the World Cup Finals, he dreamt of the day when he would wear the 
green and gold of his beloved country of birth and stand proud singing the national anthem 
at (he biggest event in world sport 

In the 1993/94 Belgian season, Okon had cemented fis first lear place al FC Brugge 
and was looking forward to continuing ls steady progress in European football, Yet, even 
his greatest supporters couldn't have expected (he remarkable season which Okon 
experienced in 94/95 

Maybe it was USA "94 which inspired him to became the top foreign player in Belgium 
and to also be voted third best performer in the 1st Division Whatever the reason, it was 
no coincidence that VFB Stuttgart, the leading Bundesliga club, stepped in with an offer to 
buy the Brugge sweeper for a cool nine million Australian dollars 

In this intemiew with Okon we explore the impact he has made in Europe and ask the 
question whether he can become our most successful player ever on the Continent 


RS: What do you consider to be your main achievements at Brugge in 
1994/95? 

PO: It was a season of consolidation for me as people started to sit up and lake notice 
of my performance. Our third placing in the League was also satisfying, considering 
we lacked striking power after the transfer of Daniel Amokachi to Everton. It was also 
a great experience to reach the Euro Cup Winner's Cup quarter finals and although 
we were beaten by Chelsea it gave me valuable exposure to European competition. 


RS: Is it true that the club considered 3rd place as a relative failure for the 
team’? 

PO: Yes, believe it or not, because we'd dropped from 2nd to 3rd place and weren't 
successful in the Cup either. Naturally crowds reduced because the team didn't 
experience the same winning run as 93/94. You have to understand that the game Is 
big business in Europe and teams have to win titles or cup competitions to reap the 
financial benefits. 


RS: Were you surprised that Brugge rejected the offer by Stuttgart? 

PO: The competition between Anderlecht and Brugge is fierce and | was told there 
was no way the club would let me go at the moment, particularly in light of the fact | 
have another year of my contract to complete. If the club had sold me, the supporters 
would've organised a lynching party for the directors. 


RS: Was Brugge fair in delaying your ambitions to play at a higher level in 
Europe? 

PO | suppose they were thinking ahead to this year’s litle so the decision was made 
wilh the club's intorest at heart. The main thing is, they won't stand in my way to 
leave if the nght offer comes al the end of this season. I'm only 23 so there's still 
Plenty of time to make the ght move and by the end of this seasan I'll be mentally 
(epared to play atu higher level 





RS: What is that fine line between playing in a country like Belgium and 
reaching the top in Germany or Italy - is jt merely a question of ability? 

PO: | think it mainly comes down to getting the break and gaining the experience at 
the higher level. I've had to work hard to make it in Belgium and | know the transition 
won't be easy but when you're a professional footballer it's all about acheiving goals 
and when you do nothing else but kick a football six days a week you never think of 
failure, 


RS: Speaking of technique, your television appearances on SBS last season 
revealed a remarkable improvement, especially on your left side. What do you 
attribute this to? 

PO: As I've said, when you're playing on a full time basis you naturally improve in all 
aspects of the game. It's not only your technique which benefits but your mental 
alertness increases tenfold. 


RS: Can you become our most successful player on the Continent? 

PO: Barring injuries, anything is possible, but] guess a lot will depend on which club 
| move to when | leave FC Brugge. The big advantage | have over many Australian 
players is that | can play in Italy or Germany without any visa problems so this will 
make it a lot easier to reach the top. 


Programmes still a farce | 


iWith the introduction of a new competition and a vow from all and sundry for 3 greater effort! 
lin terms of professionalism on and off the park, ‘SU’ was hoping we might see a big! 
improvement in the match-day programmes. Round one saw Us out at Somers St for the! 
|Melbourne derby and we were surprised to be able to pick one up at free of charge at the 
lqate. Now for the bad news - it was crap. Twelve pages in total, it featured five pages of 
ads, a page of Knights fixtures, a double-page photo spread) and bugger all information 
[The South Melbourne squad was littered with spelling errors, and the GM's messaqge| 
lbegan ‘Round one has finally arrived which means there is only 32 rounds remaining’ 
\Gripping stuff we're sure you'll agree. It is time SocAus gave serious consideration to; 
producing a national matchday programme. Each club could supply one page of news anid 
‘social notes while SA HQ could provide the stats, photos and rules updates. |f you think) 
ithat sounds like the AFL matchday program, you're right. Anyone who has seen the 1995) 
‘version of ‘The Football Record’ can't fail to be impressed. If you haven't seen one, feel free! 
‘to get in touch with us and we'll see what we can do, Especially if you're from SocAus HQ. | 
‘On the Ball' - Welcome back! 
|As reported in 'SU5' as soon as the A-League drama was sorted out the team from "on the | 
‘Ball would be ready to. go. And how. The first program of the new season was excellent | 
[entertainment as usual, delving behind the scenes of the national league for updates on | 
isome of the most important issues facing the game in this country. The interview with 
| Brendan Schwab in particular was good value, and we hope that Kyle and the gang 
[OOrIL to cover the crucial transfer system saga in the coming months. Atthe launch of | 
|the A-League It became apparent that a number of national league players were unaware of | 
\developments in the Jean-Marc Bosman case, so a bit of education could well be order | 


|That's assuming they watch ‘On the Ball’ of course 
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_ The lunatics want to run the asylum... 


lonly Maradona could have organised it A major press conference to announce the, 
formation of a rogue players union, Well, not all of them are rogues. but how much 


credibility can Diego and Eric have left?_ Now if Van Basten was taking onthe job. | 


















“1 like a challenge” 


Which is just as welll When Mike Lyons accepted the 
role as coach of A-League new boys Canberra Cosmos, 
he could not have imagined the problems he going fo 
face. [n this interview with Nick Guoth he discusses his 
past, the present, and tries to stay positive about the 
future. 


NG: Mike, for (hose who don't know you, can you give (he public a bref history of your 
playing and managing career? 

ML: | went to Everton straight from school in 1968 and made my debut there in 1277, 

| stayed at Everton until 1982 and was captain of the side tor sorne & years. | was then 
transferred to Sheffield Wednesday where | had Jack Charlton and Howard Wilkinson as a 
manager, There, | stayed for three and a half years as captain and helped the tearm to be 
promoted to the 1st division (today’s Premier Div). Whilst there, Wilkié made me player/ 
coach of the team. Next, | spent two years with Grimsby Town as a player/manager and 
then | returned to Everton as a coach, To conclude my time in England, | liad a spell at 
Huddersfield Town as assistant manager. 

For the last two and a half seasons | have been the Brunei national coach, with the team 
playing in the Malaysian League. When | started there, the crowd size was 1-2,000 
When | left it was 10% of the population or approximately 25,000 Three months ago | 
moved to Canberra to take up the position of coaching the Canberra Cosmos 


NG: The Canberra Cosmos are a new team fo the national League, Whal do you think 
are the prospects of the team? 

ML: With a lot of hard work and if the players respond, we can compete for the first season 
We intend to try and establish ourselves tn the league as no pushovers and we have the 
added incentive when certain managers say "we are the whipping boys”. | like a challenge. 
There is a need for everybody to get behind the team 


NG: There are a few players still missing from the team, How do you think they will fit. in, 
and how iong would you expect before we see [he strongest jineup? 
ML: I've tried to build the pre-season sides around knowing what I've got fo come in so 
that they will fit in when they arrive. Obviously, this won't be instant. It willtake a while but 
| hope it will progress steadily 

Out of all the managers | have played under (Harry Calterick, Billy Bingharn, Gordan 
Lee, Howard Kendall, Jack Charlton and Howard Wilkinson), probably Howard Wilkinson 
has had the most effect on me, | believe that no matter what a player ts, Wilkie would 
always be able to extract the most out of that player, even in some cases without the player 
knowing it himself, So, it will take a little time to educate the players to do what | want them 
to do 


NG: A number of your players have been obtained from the local league Whal is your 
impression of the standard of play in Canberra? 
ML: | think it is a pity that Canberra has not had a national side for the last few years and 
because of this we have fallen behind. It's not only one grade of football, but two, as we 
didn't have a side in the NSW State League this last season. This | hope to rectify, with 
Canberra Deakin as the obvious team. Because of this, my players have lost, in some 
cases, 5 to 6 years of their National League playing careers Examples include Marka 
Perenovic and Jason Dunne, So, for these players it's a great opportunity to show what 
they have and thus also a great incentive: 

Throughout the National League, there are not many players playing wno were born in 
the ACT. you could probabiy count them on ane hand, although | must say how we have a 
great acvaniage as the AlS is based in Canberra and | hape | can Weep same cr ineir 


players. | think that Ron Smith has done an excellent job at the !nstitute and my own 
opinion is that the boys at the Institute should have to stay there until they are 22 or 23 and 
be allowed to play in the National League as a young Australian side Notice | say 
Australian, | think it's crazy why the Australian National team can't be called Australia and 
soccer is a word | hate, but to me it will always be football. 


NG: What are fhe prospects of players in Canberra? Is there a need for scouting? 
What are your thoughts on a recruitment system and how young should we be looking at? 
ML: | look upon the Canberra Cosmos as being the international team of the area, in as 
much as players play for Everton or Liverpool, and teams should be proud to have players 
selected for the Cosmos who are representing the ACT and the surrounding areas. With 
this in mind, the captivity is not just around Canberra , but spread to places like Goulbum 
and Wagga Wagga and we are looking for centres of excellence all over the areas which we 
are covering. 

My first objective is to be able to train the best youngsters from all the sides in Ganberra, 
An example would be to put together the best 12 year olds from each team, so that they 
can stay together in the long term. If the best train together they will become better. 
This would carry on through for all ages. There would be appointed local coaches to get 
involved and hence keep everyone together throughout the years. 

Every training session | have invited coaches ta come. | like people to be involved. The 
more involved the better, The Cosmos is not aclosed shap. People in the city should 
know what's going on, | want this to be a community club, 


NG: From what you have seen, what are your thoughts on the backing of the Canberra 
public for foolball? 

ML: | think that from what | have seen, all the clubs are very Keen on football. Juventus 
has a spectator who does cartwheels across the pitch when the team wins. Enthusiasm 
like that makes me feel I'm back home in Liverpool, To be honest, we have nol had the 
coverage | would have expected but to be fair it is for us to warrant that coverage, but 
sometimes a little bit of enthusiasm for football would help 


NG; To improve on this, is there anything in the pipeline with regard to promotion, to help 
get the public more interested? 

ML: Its our job to make sure thal when the people come they get value far money This in 
mind, | hope our matches would have a good atmosphere. There will be functions after the 
games and a number of promotions have been planned for during the games. We'd like to 
see a good family and social atmosphere. 


NG: Looking more general to Australia, football in the senior ranks does not have the 
high profile as enjoyed by sports like Rugby Union, League and Australian Rules, yet it is 
[he most popular sport amongst youngsters. What would be your suggestion lo reverse 
this? 

ML: Where I'm from in Liverpool, within 15 minutes, depending on how quick | drive, | can 
get to four Rugby League clubs - namely Wigan, St Helens, Widnes and Warnnglon. | 
have never ever had a desire to go to watch any of these games but since I've been in 
Ausiralia, the support, advertising and enthusiasm for League on the television and if the 
papers makes me feel as if |'m missing out I'm sure | will become a confirmed Raiders fan 
because everything about the advertising Is enthusiasm and fun and (hey build the 
characters from within the game Whoever thought of the Tina Turner advert should be 
knighted for services to Rugby League. 

The beauty of Rugby League ts that they are all Australans who play it. The problem 
with football is that everyone wants to retain their nationality So, bearing this in mind, | 
would like to see a massive advertising campaign on television showing five or six 
Australian national players, ail originally descended from different countries saying “Hi, I'm 
Joe Bloggs, and I'm proud to play for Australia" 

For the younger level, everybody needs a hero, so there is a need for a higher protile for 
players. The Cosmos need to fuifil this role it's no coincidence when Seb Coe and Steve 
Cram were winning everything in middle-cistance athletics that everyoody wanted ia 


GP 





become a miler My hero was a boy 
called Jimmy Gabriel who played for 
Everton and so much so | had my 
confirmation named called James. It's 
healthy to have heroes 


NG: Australia has had a number of good 
results on the intemational scene 
including a trip to the World Cup in 1974 
What are your thoughts on the general 
standard of play? Do you think football 
in Australia has improved in the last 20 
years and finally the never ending 
question, how do we stop the continuous 
drain of players to Europe? 

ML: One of the main things that 
attracted me fo coming to Australia was 
the enthusiasm and dedication of some of 
the players that I'd worked with. An 
example is Jason Kearton, a young 
goalkeeper from Brisbane, who one day 
walked into the Everton training ground at 
the age of 19 and asked foratnal. It was 
a pleasure to take him training because of 
his enthusiasm and now he is understudy 
fo Neville Southall at Everton. 

Brian Bothwell, a Melbourne lad who 
plays for Morwell, was playing for me in 
Brune, His attitudes and standards were 
excellent. Also, the best players in the 
Malay League are ail Australian imports. 
So, that was one of the reasons | came to 
Australia. 

Now that I'm here, some of the 
attitudes in the local leagues are very 
disappointing and. | think a lot of the 
players need to grow up a bit. There's far 
too much bickering and moaning between 
themselves and the referees. It's strange 
when you've played with world class 
players, why ts it that their attitude and 
gentlemansnhip is far superior to much 
poorer players, 

As I've stated before. for football to 
really blossom in Australia, we need to 
strive for fully professional clubs, 
professionally run with better facilities all 
around. | have only seen a few grounds 
at the moment, but from what I've seen, 
English non-league grounds are more 
professional, With that in mind, we have 
lo strive to get better attendances and we 
all have to pull in to help each other to 
achelve this, ifit means better behaviour 
of less spoill players on the pitch, then so 
be it We can only acheive a fully 
professional leaque if we keep cur best 
young players 


| think it would benefit Australian 
football if we have a rule similar to one 
that they have in Eastern Europe where a 
player can only leave if he has reached a 
certain age, Politically here that's 
impossible, If we could keep our best 
players until 23 and state that if they do 
leave too early then they can't play for 
Australia. Also, those chosen forthe AIS 
should be signed on by the ASF and play 
in the National League for the AIS, then if 
they do leave at 22 or 23, the money 
would go back into (he ASF lo help 
develop future players, stadia and 
facilities 

At the present moment you cannot 
blame youngsters for wanting to be full- 
time professional players. It was the big 
thing when | was a lad to be a 
professional footballer While we do not 
have a fully professional leaque in 
Australia youngsters will always want to 
go where they can be, as we say in 
England, a ‘pro’ 
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Lennart’s tunnel vision 

Many see Australia's future not in Oceania but in Asia; however developments in 
Europe and Africa may force us to join the Asian Football Confederation as early as 
next year UEFA President Lennart Johansson and his African counterpart Issa 
Hayatou are spearheading the most concerted attempt yet to destroy Joao Havelange's 
stranglehold on the world game. Their view that FIFA's six confederations be reduced 
to four (with Concacaf merging with Conmebol and Oceania being swallowed up by 
Asia) iS gaining support. This would pave the way for each of the four new ‘super’ 
confederations to host the World Cup once every sixteen years on a rotational basis. 

Havelange has succeeded in playing juggler in the past by offering sweeteners such 
as the World Youth Cup in exchange for continued support, but UEFA’s plan is 
threatening to unite the world confederations for the first time, a move that will make 
changing FIFA's statutes easier and reduce the men in Zurich to administering the 
various world championships. 


So what will Australia get out of it. On the one hand it will allow us to finally rid 
ourselves of Oceania. Secondly, guaranteeing Asia the World Cup every sixteen years 
also gives Ausiralia a better chance of actually hosting the event. But there isa 
downside. Yes, it does guarantee each confederation the chance to host the WC and 
simultaneously the FIFA Presidency for a four-year term, but in the long term, UEFA 
will dominate. Europe apart, the other three ‘super’ confederations do not possess 
enough countries rich enough te host the World Cup. Unless the statutes were 
changed to allow joint bids the World Cup may well finish up back in Europe by default. 

Either way, with the Vision debate just warming up it seemed an unfortunate time for 
the SocAus board to announce plans to consider a bid for the 2010 World Cup. For 
years the ASF was accused of being out of touch with the fans It would be a cruel 
twist if the new broom was aut of date with the rest of the world 


s haven't we been told? 

FIFA’s response to the Vision proposals was predictable to say the least. After ail, tt 
would be a waste of 20 plus years work if {he power base Havelange has constructed 
were to be torn down in a matter of months But the official letter from Zurich in 
response to the plans stunned the offices of ‘SU’. Re-printed in the October issue of 
the legendary World Seccer magazine, paint three certainly caught our eye 

‘tt reduces the number of confederations to four. thereby eliminaling a 
confederation which caries undeniable political weight (CONMEBOL) as well as a 
geographical graup which is currently enjoying a rapid expansion (Oceana) 

Really Joao? A rapid expansion? Maybe Charlie Dempsey anc co. have been flat out 
all these years after alll 





Joao in'democracy’ shock ? 

Regular readers of ‘SU' will be well aware that we're not always impressed with the 
autocratic style of Joao Havelange, So we had to smirk when Joag recently claimed 
"FIFA is not a dictalorship.. FIFA ts open fo evenvone" Perhaps he could tell that in 
person to all the staff he ousted last year when rumblings of chscontent were heard 
amongst the backbenchers If he keeps this crap up we'll have lo dub him Joao-Bijelke 
Havelange. ... 

And speaking of democracy... 

While it is accepted in all democratic societies thal the public have the nght to 
choose the man (or woman) to lead their country, is if not unreasonable to request that 
the soccer public have the naht to cheose the man (or woman) to lead their game? 
The sixty-one stakeholders contain elements from all levels of administration yet they 
have proven time and again that they are oul of touch with reality Perhaps one day the 
administrators couid consider giving a meaninoful voice to the two groups that matter 
most - the players and the fans, But now is not ihe time for us ic go into that It's time 
to let the dust settle for a while. 











October 6, 1995 was the night the long-awaited A-League finally kicked off. 
The geographically challenged (like ‘SU’) were forced to sit up and watch 
Sports Tonight to hear the result, while Phil Crouch and 6,836 others were 
jucky enough to be at Austral Park to witness a historic event. 


Breaking 
new ground’ 


It was the first game of the new 
season, the first season of the new 
leaque, and the first time in a long time 
that ‘Studs Up’ subscribers have had any 
real Nope for the future of our domestic 
competition. From Newcastle - the great 


m, ‘oursery of Australian soccer - a child was 


about to stir from the debris of what came 
before. From the loins of hopes and 
dreams li was to reach for the light, to 
take its first steps from out of the 
darkness. The A-League was upon us. | 
just had to be there. 


30, one prolonged and picturesque 
train nde later | was cabbing it down to 
the Newcastle Breakers home arena [or 
the big opening night fixture with UTS 
Olympic. Mindful of my duty to provide 
the readers of this esteemed publication 
with a comprehensive report, | switched 
on my investigative journo mode and 
tapped the driver for some local 
knowledge. Though Rugby League was 
his particular passion (the nights pull the 
second largest crowds in the ARL, behind 
the Broncos of course), | was pleased that 
he knew all the latest with the Breakers 
It seems that John Kosmina's arrival as 
coach was much heralded. 


Arriving at the A-League launching 
pad, Austral Park, it was soon apparent 
that ihis was no San Siro. ltis however a 
cosy and unpretentious ground with a 
couple of stands and grass mounds at 
both ends and on one side. Walking 
behind the goals | detected the faint smell 
of cow Manure wafting in the breeze 
which gave the surroundings even more 
of a provincial atmosphere | laid back on 


the grass watching a fairly uninspiring 
youth curtain-raiser where a feisty 
Breakers side coached by home grown 
hero Joe Senkalski emerged victors 2-1. 
In keeping with the casual laid back feel, 
there Was no pre-match extravaganza. 

| would have thought a few fireworks 
would have been appropriate to mark the 
occasion but | don't suppose they're big 
on fazzamatazz in Newcastle 


The game began brightly and 
maintained a surprisingly high standard 
despite a few blemishes like the one that 
led to the opening goal. An appalling 
pass acress the Olympic backline irom 
sofas was intercepted by the lively Jason 
Bennett who had so much time it seemed 
inevitable he'd stuff it up, Sure enough, 
the ball bobbled, his control seemed to 
have deserted him and as the crowd 
gathered itself ta groan he struck the bail 
into the back of the net, So that was how 
the first goal of the A-League was scored. 
Historians, trivia butis, take note. 

Now il was only a question of whether the 
Breakers, playing for the first time 
together, could withstand the onslaught 
Olympic were about to unleash_ It 
seemed for a time they would, but in the 
32nd minute Peter Tsekenis drifted 
through the defence to equalise. 

The half ended with the Breakers finishing 
sirongly 


During the break | had a conversation 
witn a bloke called John who helped put 
the night's event in its historical context. 
Neweastle used to be the NSL's 
boomtown when KB United were drawing 
crowds around the 18,000 mark 





Unfertunately the boomtown, or more 
correctly, KB United went bust. The next 
incarnation admitted to the NSL went the 
same way as KB. The administration 
understandably are somewhat pragmatic 
John was quite happy to talk about the 
good ald days and all the great players 
that have emerged from the Hunter 
Valley. Ray Baartz, Col Curran, Craig 
"Playing soccer for Australia is like surfing 
for England" Johnston and Warren Spink 
to name afew. Newcastle Is rich in 
soccer folklore, 

The supporters are also a fairly 
knowledgable breed judging fram 
comments | heard and the well informed 
abuse of the match officials, | offer this as 
proof of their intelligence. 

No-one, not even the Olympic supporters, 
started up a chant of "Here we go” 
Blissful... 


Newcastle Breakers are a club that 
represent the region and that can't help 
but forge stronger tes between the club 
and it's supporter base. | overheard (yes, 
| ama shameless eaves-dropper) people 
recognizing players from the local 
competitions and even my RL cab driver 
has a personal interest in his home town 
team. He used to be the cricket coach of 
second half sub Troy Halpin, It's links like 
these with the community thal gives them 
an excellent base from which to build and 
|'m sure it was instrumental in the size of 
the gate. A Newcastle official | had 
spoken to during the week was expecting 
a crowd of around 3,000 The attendance 
was 6,837. Their policy of giving home 
grown players a chance is paying early 
dividends at the box office, 


On with the second half action. UTS 
Olympic were looking pretty slick and hit 
the lead in the 52nd minute when Kimon 
Taliadores converted from the spot alter 
being brought down. Newcastle 
regrouped but to this cynical hack an 
equaliser did not seem likely until Damian 
Brown capitalised on some more sloppy 
defendina to convert in the 76th minute 
Tumultuous reaction from the home fans. 
As Olympic pushed forward trying to 
restore their lead. the Breakers were 
funnelling the ball through their captain 
David Lowe on the night side of migheld. 
At this stage of the game his experience 
and class came into play as he held the 


ball up and released it to teammates 
who'd taken Up good positions. It was his 
authority that led to some decent 
goalscoring chances and provided a 
calming Influence over the fledgling 
Neweastle side They held on comfortably 
to their first point of the season, and it 
was a result that seemed to please the 
home supporters, who are obviously 
Under no illusions about the difficulties the 
Breakers are going to face in their 
reintroduction to the national scene. 
Certainly they had much to be plesed 
about with their team’s plucky and 
proficient performance. Jason Bennett is 
going to trouble a lot of defenders this 
year as will his striking partner Clayton 
Fane He's a big boy with bags of skill. 
Definitely one to watch out for 


This match report wouldn't be 
complete without giving credit to coach 
John Kosmina who has done a fine job in 
a short time with a poor preparation (inal 
game canceiled etc) and limited 
resources, His Olympic counterpart 
David Ratcliffe will be having a good hard 
look at his defence. 

Probably the happiest man that might 
was my outgoing taxi driver Traffic jams 
in Newcastle are a pretty rare event he 
assured me happily as we both watched 
the meter remorselessly ticking over, 
That's soccer for you, spreading joy and 
prospenty everywhere. 
| guess in years to come most people 
won't remember where the A-League 
kicked off 
It was a quiet unassuming beginning 
without fanfare, but I'm glad | was there ta 
see it happen. Newcastle is a good place 
for soccer supporters and the Breakers 
are a good club for the people - all the 
people of Newcastle Now that the A- 
League has stared one can only dream 
where it might lake us | hope that one 
day I'll be sitting in the Sydney [ oatball 
Stadium, a season lickot holder of a 
Sydney side thal plays for all Sydney- 
siders I'l turn fo the person next ta me 
and say "| was there when it all started” 
I'm sure he'll look at me like "man idiot, 
bulitll be warth i 


iEd Note The kick-off time was brought =| 


‘onward 30 mins to suit the Asian pay tv 


market Asuresignofthingstecome 
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Okay, we admit it. With all the confusion surrounding the A League we quite 
simply forgot to include the survey results in ‘SU5’. Sorry about that.. Anyway, 
to ease everyone's minds, here they are. It should be noted that some 
respondents chose not to answer all questions, while some offered more than 
one suggestion to others 


Survey Results - No. of respondents = 156 


Question 1 (a). How many teams should be in the NSL? 

(b). How many league matches per season should they play? 

(c). How many teams should contest the finals 
In all, 65 fans wanted 16 teams, only 35 wanted 12 teams, 22 wanted 14 teams, with the 
rest scattered betwen 18, 10 and even & (in two cases)! The desired lenaih of the season 
ranged from 20 matches to 45, but a whopping 98 wanted between 30 and 34. As for the 
finals, 9 fans wanted to see 8 teams make the finals, while one fan wanted only 3 The 
majority wanted 5 or 6, with only 7 fans wanting to see (at least) half the clubs make the 
finals. 
The most popular response was the combination 16-30-6 which was preferred by 34 fans. 
The preferred compostion of the A Leaque also threw up numerous permutations. 
Almost eveyone saw the need for teams form Perth, Canberra and eventually Tasmania 
Plenty of support for a team to be based between Newcastle and Brisbane as. well 


Q2. How should drawn league matches be decided? a) Penalties b) Sudden death 
extra time c) Normal extra time d) Result leftas adraw e) Other 
a=5, b=34,c=6,.d=9/7 e=11. There should be no argument here penalties had ta 
;" go. Soccer Australia wisely paid attention to all the complaints and will revert to a simple 3 
pis for a win, 1 pt for a draw format for the A League. Well done, chaps! 


Q3. Are admission prices too high for a)NSL games, b) Internationals 
a)yes=46,n0=98 b)jyes=175,no=32 Another clear message, the cost cf 
internationals is too high. Probably because we never get to see the players we are 
promised... 


Q4. Is fan behaviour a consideration when attending NSL matches? 

yes = 68, na=/1. Some fans were genuinely offended that we asked this one. Somehaw 
they thought that it was ludicrous that anyone would consider fan behawour before 
attending NSL games. One fan wrote ‘In Australia? Ha-ha, very funny" Still not sure if 
that's a yes or no, 


Q5. How do you keep up with upcoming events? 

Seeing the bulk of the mail resulted from our survey being printed wy ABSWY, il is perhaps 
not surprising that 101 fans answered ABSW with 75 mentions for SBS. Only 32 
mentioned newspapers, with the Melbourne Herald Sun and The Australian most common. 
Plenty of scathing criticism and sarcasm towards the various commercial television 
networks. Can't see that changing in a hurry though: 


Q6. Is the SBS coverage/presentation of the NSL good enough to attract new fans? 
yes = 60, no = 87, A common complaint was the ‘2nd half live’ icrmat of Match of the Day. 
where there are rare mentions of other games or league standings These fans will na 
doubt be pleased with the Monday Nighi format for the new season Some pre-maich 
Graphics would help as well. particularly with respect to team formations ie e 4-4-2 4-5-1, 
3-5-2 ete The commentary also leaves 2 bit to be desired, with too much waffle and not 
enough genuine information and/or player identification, 








Q7. Which national/cilub teams would you like to see tour Australia? 

And the winner is... Italy 48 fans requested the Azzurri, with 34 for Germany and 33 for 
England. Brazil were prominent with 28 while neighbours Argentina scored 21. Multiple 
mentions for Juventus, Milan, Liverpool, Man Utd, Barcelona etc, One wag suggested he 
would like to see the FULL Australian team. Most unusual request? Velez Sarsfield One 
fan wants Oz to play any nation ranked 40 or beiter Plenty of support for any full-strength 
team. 


Q8. Is Australian soccer too ‘Sydney’ based? 
yes = 91, no=62. Maybe it is, maybe it isn't. But the perceplion Is there.. 


Q9. Should Australia abandon Oceania and compete in Asia? 

yes = 126, no=26. We must admit, we were a little surprised at the 5:1 ratio, but with our 

'98 WC path set in concrete many fans obviously feel a permanent move is inevitable. A 
few fans correctly pointed out that SBS and the oz soccer media in general should devote a 

bit more air-time / print-space to what our future opponents are up to. Most of the ‘nos’ 

would like to see the ASF/SA make real efforts to develop Oceania, mainly through 

coaching courses but also greater interaction between the Oceanic nations. 


Q10. Is the standard of refereeing in the NSL high enough? 

yes = 61. no= 76. Which just about sums up the state of refereeing. Very few referees 
can be regarded as consistent, particularly with respect fo issuing coloured cards, A major 
cause of debate on the terraces and in the loungeroom, with 2 significant number of fans 
looking for a greater Jevel of common-sense from players and coaches as Well, 


The ‘further comments’ area was a treat. Some examples foliow... 19 
- More referees should travel abroad to gain experience - Squad numbers and names on 
the back of shirts - An Australia-wide FA Cup style competition (probably with regional 
preliminary groups) - Each club to meet supporters groups once a month to air 
suggestions/grievances - Statistics collated for national distribution to newspapers etc (eg. 
comers, free kicks, offsides) - A State Champions Cup - 

The most common ‘extra’ comment was the need for clear and concise pramotion / 
relegation rules. Amen. 

One suggestion which deserves greater discussion came from Mike Joske, who reckons it's 
time to hold a proper national reserves competition and if possible a youth/colts/U1/ comp. 
At the May summit 'SU' strongly recommended the ASF look at restructuring the youth 
leaques due to the number of cricket scores run up against weak teams, and a reserves 
leaque may be just the ticket. Sure, it would push up the wage bills of clubs, but the jump 
in standard from youth league to A League will be too great for coaches to let kids have a 
run of 10 or 12 games in the first team, simply due to the lack of patience amongst club 
committee men and the majority of fans, A reserves competition would provide young 
players with a much needed stepping stone. An alternative solution would be if the State 
Leaques shifted to summer soccer, which would allow the reserves to play regionally 

As for the financial strain on the clubs, well, they have to realise that this is a national 
campetition, and it's time they got serious or went the way of Heidelbera. 





Once again, thanks to everyone who participated, ('m sure the administrators tnat read this 
will take at least some of it on board, and be encouraged to do a bit of their awn market 
research in future. This won't be the last survey we'll run, bul it’s the last for a while. 

And we'll give the final word to Tom Bromley. “Above ail, players must realise that if they 
are paid then they become professional entertainers, if (hey bore spectators they dont 
deserve to be paid" 


Brisbane Srikers are fast developing a reputation for being the most aggressive 
and progressive club in the new-look national league. Anthony Fensom looks at 
how the Strikers are in the process of escaping years of mediocrity. 


Professionalism 
- the only goal 
worth scoring 


The future success of Australian soccer is dependent upon one condition: professionalism. 
The Brisbane Strikers have been strong supporters of Soccer Australia’s new 
administration, and are similarly prepared to change in order for (he World Game to 
assume its nahtful place in Australia's sporting endeavours. 

The potential for expansion of the World Game in Australia is enormous, given that soccer 
is the most popular game in terms of participants in the country, and offers a truly 
international career for players of the right calibre, ‘Yet for various reasons, the real football 
has dragged behind the 'oval-ball’ codes in Australia, namely, Australian foatball, rubgy 
leaque and union. 

According to the Brisbane Strikers’ Marketing director Mr Pat Hanson, one of the main 
reasons for soccer's lack of corporate Support is its lack of commercial television exposure 
Without such expos! ire, players of the game have found it easier to watch other rugby 
codes on television than Australian soccer, and the sponsorship and hence ability to 
support professional players has been lacking. 


While SBS has done as outstanding job promoting and marketing the World Game, its lack 
of reach and perception as an ‘ethnic broadcaster has hindered the expansion of football, 
similarly, the 'narroweasting’ offered by Optus Vision in pay television will not promote the 
game beyond its devotees. Rather, offering a product which ts entertaining and 
professionally administered and inclusive of the broader community is integral to raising the 
dame above the provincial codes of Australian football and rugby league. 

Yet football administrators must firstly get their house in order before ernbarking upon such 
ambitious plans. The streamlining of the leaque is a Vital first step, but must be 
complemented by each club adopting a professional attitude. The activities of the Strikers 
are a useful role model for any other clubs seeking to jain the future. 


Re-joining the National League in 1993, the Strikers are administered by the Trustee 
Management Group, comprising chairman lan Brusasco, and directors Clem Jones and 
Frank Speare, with QSF president Alan Vessey as general manager The club has been 
based at Perry Park, virtually in the centre of Brisbane, with a capacity of around 5,000, and 
a stadium which can hold perhaps 1,000. The club's major sponsors have included Wide 
Bay Bricks, local brewer Castlemaine Perkins, Triple M radio station and Uhlsport 


On the field, the Strikers have achieved consistently strang performances at home, but 
have struggled in away matches to Sydney.and Melbourne. During 1994/95 the Strikers 
were consistently placed in the top six, until a form reversal over the last few malches 
allowed the Morwell Falcons to take their place in the finals. 

The competitive environment for spert in Bnsbane has been fairly strong, wilh the Brisbane 
Broncos (rugby leaque) and Bullets (basketball) both being successful, in addition to the 
Grushers (rugby league) being formed in 1994. During the summer competition of the NSL 
however (he Strikers are competing against the Bandits (baseball champions), the cricket, 
and tennis to a lesser extent. Yet with a population of approximatley 1.7 million, Brisbane 
snould be able to support a professional football team. 





I(T 


How have the Strikers responded to this challenge? Firstly, the Strikers have shifted 
grounds to an international quality stadium, Suncorp Stadium. in comparison to Perry 
Park's capacity of around 5,000, Suncorp Stadium can seat 40,000 supporters 
comfortably, in addition to offering excellent corporate and media facilities, suitable for 
‘Match of the Day’ telecasts. Such telecasts were impossible at the poorly lit Perry Park. 
Suncorp Stadium, while originally being the home of rugby league (Lang Park in its former 
life), has a significant football history. It was the scene of Australia's quarter-final victory 
over Uruguay in the 1993 World Youth Cup, where some 19,000 supporters witnessed 
Australia score the winning goal in sudder-death extra time. Earlier this year, Suncorp 
Stadium hosted internationals against Colombia, with a crowd of 14,000 for a Wednesday 
night game, and later, an Olyroo v West Ham game, where the Olyraos won 4-D. 


secondly, the Stnikers have signed Frank Farina, former Socceroo international. The 
signing has galvanised media attention and indeed should add a few thousand fans to the 
gate over the season, Providing Farina remains injury-free. he should also hopefully solve 
Brisbane's scoring problems. VVhile Bnsbane have 4 solid defensive record, they have 
found scoring goals difficult in the past, particularly away fom home. VVith the experienced 
Frank Farina and Rod Brown up front, and the super-sub Chris Slater on the bench, the 
Sirikers might finally live up to their title, and should certainly challenge for a finals place 


Thirdly, and most importantly, the Strikers have embarked Lipon an aggessive marketing 
campaign, in order to make the move to Suncorp Stadium a success. With an average 
crowd of approximately 3,000 during the 94/95 season, the Strikers will require many more 
to fill up the 40,000 capacity stadium. The marketing campaign has involved distributing 
membership offers to every registered soccer player in Brisbane, courtesy of the QSF, and 
pitching for corporate support in their more visible home ground Brisbane's only daily 
newspaper, The Courier-Mail, has come on board with sponsorship, and this is significant 
given its potential to raise awareness of the game to the Brisbane public. The family 
packages are pitched to the Strikers’ target market of young families (in addition to the 
general sports fan of any age), with discounts for family season-tickets, and other offers 
such as membership of the Social Club, river cruises and other incentives. 


The Strikers have calculated that home crowds of approximately 10,000 are necessary to 
support a professional team, while a crowd of barely 3,000 will pay for rent of the new 
stadium. Given that the stadium attracted a crowd of 14.000 for a Wednesday niaht 
international against Colombia, and 19,900 in 1993 for a quarter-final, the potential is 
obviously there for this to be achieved. The marketing campaign and new signings are 
geared towards success both on and off the pitch, with the momentum generaling 
increased crowds and increased sponsorship, until the goal may be reached, 

Brisbane Strikers enjoy the support of all sections of the Bnsbane community Serbs and 
Croatians, Greeks and Macedonians, Italians and British descendants, and Anglo- 
Australians all support the Strikers, with the only talking point for the meda being the 
football itself, as should be the case. 


Likely squad for the 1995/96 season is: Bolton and Foss (goalkeepers), Hunter, Zorocich, 
Gynne, Jackson, Brayshaw, Cranney (Troy and Sean), Phillips, Brown, Wright, Sister, 
Fanna, Tollenaere, Battistin, Willams and Hews. With a solidi defence, and the 
experienced Faina and Brown in attack, the Strikers lack only a playmaker in midfield, 
Gabriel Mendez could just be the answer, if the club has enough ambition (and finances). 


Professionalism is thus the only solution for Australian soccer to pregress, and also to 
prevent all talented players heading for the greener pastures of Europe and Asia. The 
chairmanship of David Hill has engineered a ré-birth of Australian soccer, with an emphasis 
on achieving just such a goal, It is a goal which the Brisbane Strikers have shown capable 
of meeting. For any other clubs, the future is here are you prepared to join it, or fight it’? 





We'd like to see that! 


10 things we want to see in the 1995/96 season 

1. The Socceroos beating the English at Wembley - and we don't mean their 'B’ team 
2. Fans turned away because of capacity crowds at all A-League venues 

3. Certain soccer writers actually supporting the game 

4, Frank Arok and Eddie Thomson to stop their very public bitching 

5. A Socceroo international in Melbourne 

6. Paul Wade spending the season on the park, not on the bench 

7. Aproper itenerary for ET's Socceroos 

8. Our aging Euroroos returning to play at least one season in Australia before they 
retire. 

9. Zoran Matic to remain an important contributor to the game 

10. Rudi (Scarface) Gutendorf on SBS's ‘On the Ball’ again. 


But not that! 

10 things we're grateful we won't be seeing in the 
1995/96 season 

1, Heidelberg on the bottom of the league yet again 

2. Peter Tsaklis 

3. Uncle Stavros 

4. Melbourne Zebras second last in the league again 

5. Turnstile operators and players outnumbering fans at Zebras home games 
6. Olympic Village 

7. Peter Andre getting it on 

8. Lawyers taking up more media space than the players 

9. Having to wait until the last moment to find out when and where Australia play 
10. Fans not knowing when their team will next play 









We won't win any trophies for originality by suggesting a truly national cup competition, 

‘but the recent conclusionof the Waratah (NSW) and Dockerty (Vic) Cups has once again | 
|highlighted the need for an FA Cup style competition. What better way to start the season | 
with the big A-League clubs playing small giant-killers all over the country? And what | 
(better way to allow regional and country areas the chance to see their |ocal clubs playing 
ithe likes of Marconi and Adelaide City at home’? Some have suggested getting ail the state} 
loup winners together for a sort of Cup Winners Cup, but that is unlikely to prove popular, 
rand would certainly lack the ramance of Ballarat vs South Melbourne or Wagga vs UTSO. 
|And remember, we're still looking for a regular event on Australia day. 


lease! i (tettisizq 
When is a preliminary final not a preliminary final? When it's either a major preliminary! 
final (2nd vs 3rd) or minor preliminary final (winner of game 2 vs loser of game 3) or an| 
lehmination preliminary final (3rd runner-up in game 5 vs 2nd best qualifier of group D) or a 
cut (hroat 2nd semi... 
| the amount of confusion surrounding the names of the various finals in different states 
has become farceal It's high time SocAus stepped in and demanded a level of uniformity, 
Okay, sa some states have top four competitions and some have top five, but it shouldn't 
ibe too ditheull to find a common denominator that everyone understands, Just don't follow 
he APL SW exarnple 


Excuse me gentlemen, some uniformi 





Iu a peed wold.... 


Sometimes it's understandable for Australian soccer fans ta become 
disillusioned with the state of the game here. Ever bothered to sit down and write 
down al! the things that would improve the situation? 

Lance Librandi did, and concluded "Wouldn't it be great if..." 


- Soccer was taken seriously by the Australian media 

- Money was spent getting good marketing people involved with the promotion of the A- 
League in this country 

- The people who said they would endorse David Hill didn't baulk when he made changes 
- All A-League changes were made, argued and settled LONG before the season was due 
to start, saving a lot of public embarrassment 

- Kick-off at stadiums with lights was after dark, not at the annoying time of sundown 

- You didn't have to be amongst the first 50 people into an NSL game to get a match 
programme 

- $BS went back to the Monday night lighlights package of all games, instead of 4 live 
cross to one game's second half 

- SBS showed finals games live, except in the city they're played 

- Real teams with most of their good players came to play in Australia. Spend the money, 
it'll pay off in the end 

- Greg Blake stopped trying to be Sam Newman 

- Zoran Matic was national coach 

- Our best players weren't sold at bargain prices 

- Ethnic supporters stopped alienating other nationalities, making non-regular fans 
uncomfortable and discouraging their return 

- Crowd figures weren't reduced in the newspapers 

- Football and rugby fans understood soccer instead of laughing at it 

- Australia got a fair go at World Cup time 

- We could keep our best players here 

- One could go to a big game and not line up for ages 

- Officials stopped trying to stifle supporters celebrations 

- | could change all these things, but | can't 

| could probably add 20 more, but you get the idea 





Is there time to fix the fixtures? 
With the A-League moving to a three round system this season there were always likely 

to be irregularities and good/bad draws, as Dr Peter Bayliss will no doubt tell you. But the 

llack of imagination in the final fixture list is disappointing to say the least. However. it 

seems that SocAus may not be averse to altering it if the reason Is good enough. 

| It only took until week two before the first amendment was made, with the Sth Melb / 

| Morwell clash moved to the Latrobe Valley because South preferred not to play al Olympic 

\Park. It seems if both clubs are willing to agree on something then SA will rubber stamp it 

'SU' would therefore like to make a proposal, With some clubs having two matches at 

‘home against certain opponents, can the third be played al a neutral venue. 

| Specifically we're talking about the third Melbourne derby, scheduled for March 10 

is it unreasonable to request the Knights to give Up a home game so that as many fans as 

|possible can see it? | can almost hear the protests from Somers St already. But in the 

ilong term interests of soccer in Australia clubs must learn to be flexible. It would also be 


nice to see the occasional double-header at the SFS, but we've harped enough about that — 
ik PreviOUS ISSUES, . a Se Se 
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Next up is Paul Gearing, who also features jn this month's Bulletin Board 


Dear ‘Studs Up' P 0 Box 53, Oakleigh South 3167 | 


4 Dear ‘Studs Up' 
First of all this month we'd like to show you the Lan afoere SSe mw AF : 
sort of thing that arrives occassionally. Yep, it's Ry es) Fh Ri ate, | don't think | have to recap on recent events but the bottom line is strong arm, parochial 
someone taking offence al some speculation - in A ae ae. and ethnic soccer ts finished. With or without the help of the media, the grass roots 
this case, our piece in SUIS. on the Pay TV ‘a Thai 1 fe? sporting public in Australia will soon appreciate the new wave of Australianism in soccer. 


ne Our adversaries will soon be taking a very close interest in our activities with tentative but 
increasing anxiety, There are already signs of this. | only hope and pray that after the 
recent course of events some soccer fans, particularly those of non-English speaking 
backgrounds, don't think there is a conspiracy for an Anglo-Aussie takeover, 

lf this would be so, we would have all lost the plot. 


possiblities We went to print on August 25, and 
the Optus contracts were apparantly signed on the 
28th, or so our anonymous correspondent says. 
We don't mind admitting we made a bad call, but 
we would prefer to face our detractors and accept 
criticism from people who aren't afraid to let us 
know who they are. Either way, why not let us 
know who you are, and perhaps we can get your 
opinion before our next speculative piece? And 
just to show there's no hard feelings, we've decided 
to award Mr/Mrs Anonymous the ‘Letter of the 
Month’ and a free six issue subscription. 

lf nothing else, he/she managed to spell 'Bullshit' 
correctly. 


A point that | would like to express, and | have done before, is the need for an A League 
team fram Geelong. It would be a great challenge for the administration to set up a team in 
this highly viable region. Talking about a challenge in developing new teams, just two 
teams for Melbourne - and those being of dubious Australian content - is not enough. 
There should be at least one more, maybe two, of cosmopolitan make-Up so as lime goes 
on the whole of Melbourne could associate with a particular team. 


In the meantime | would like to propose a supporters club for visiting, truly Australian clubs 
to show authorities in the administration of the game that there is enough interest here for 
further cosmopolitan clubs. May | suggest gathering at the two current Melbourne NSL 
club grounds, under club logos and Australian flags only. Clubs to support would be 


And now, on with the letters section... 








Dear "SU Wollongong, Brisbane, Newcastle and Canberra, perhaps Morwell, 
| just wish to say a couple of things, Firstly to Mr Maurice Hawling, Don't blame the | would like to advertise this point in "SL! to gauge the response and contact any interested 
Ethnic groups for all the ills of Soccer, it is just not true. They didn't hijack the game, they parties. We will have the welfare of Australian soccer as paramount 
carried the game while the great Anglo-saxons of which | am one went and watched 
League. Well. it's certainly an idea from left field, but drastic times call for drastic measures, and 
You and others like you choose not to support soccer by not attending the games, My radical as your plan sounds, I'm more than happy to meet up with ‘neutral’ fans who have 
wife and | have attended many games in the last season, by ourselves with no fear of the the welfare of Australian soccer as their prime concern. My major worry is the same as 
consequences. We have sat next to Parramatta fans as they screamed for our goalie to be | yours, in that | fear the fans of some elhnic-backed clubs may fear a Conspiracy’. 
sent off, laughed with Sydney United fans as the lights at the Croatian Centre went out | For more information, see Bulletin Board. - Ed 
while they were giving Us a hiding. It annoys me to hear all these professed soccer 
_ supporters going on but failing to actually attend any matches. Finally, the editor would like to print a letter he sent to ABSW, for the benefit of our 
«LP } readers who have given up on what is Australia’s only soccer weekly. 
| agree with Mr Hawling, all the other problems we may have, marketing, full 
professionalism, structure of National League, low attendances, media attitude, they all Dear Sir. 
emanate from the same problem, poor management. If a Department manager performed | wish to go on record as saying thal the soccer media in Australia has reached an all 
as badly as the club presidents in the NSL have for this long then he would have been time law. The majority of soccer scribes in the metropolitan dailies are sola shows, Thal ts, 
sacked. Too long has politics affected the way the game has been run, now it ts up to the they are under no pressure from a soccer writer at an adjacent desk to come up with a 


bigger story than yesterday, or a more interesting story thar yesterday, or a better interview 
than yesterday, unlike the AFL or RL journalists. Thus, the bulk of the soccer scribes have 


supporters ta show what they think, Each of us should do what they can for the game, 
don't be afraid to say you love [he game. Be proud to say you went to the game, A simple 


hint, cheer your team, boo the referee. but never insult the other team’s supporiers. remained at their desk for, in some cases, twenly years without fear of being shawn the 
/ door. This has led to small cliques developing within soccer media circles, ensuring the 
Before leaving Mr Hawling's letter | have to comment on team names. No country | members are looked after by the clubs and each other To use the term ‘mafia’ would be 
naming a team after a scientist? Maybe not, but the llalians named one after a Greek Myth unkind, but it is this cosy relationship that has hamperec (he constructive discussion of key 
(Atalanta) and the South Americans named one after a leading light in the South American , ‘black spots’ within Australian soccer 


wars of independence (O'Higgins). 
| While the game's so-called ‘experts’ continually call far the qame to go professional, it is 


Fitially | wish to ask all fans what simple things can be done to improve your enjoyment a tragedy when Australia's only soccer weekly has decided to 'downsize’. Having been a 


i walehiing the game Forme, it would be the announcer waiting for the cheering to die | loyal reader for many years | have watched ABSW go through a number of phases and 

Hown before anauneing the goalscorer. Too often they announce it when nobody can hear editors, and feel qualified to say “You must be joking!" The editor's call in the Sept 26 

oO uniderstana therm itseems to happen at most Sydney games or this just a Sydney issue (Via a reply to a reader's letter) for voluntary contributions ts the stuff of fanzines, You 

Prowler? VWhiet aboul (he rest of you true fans out there, what do you think? pay peanuts, you get monkeys. When the only national weekly soccer paper in the country 
| is calling for voluntary help you know it's time for the owners to make sweeping changes or 

Cobalt) Gof te get out of the business 


bareyetarws MSY 





Quite frankly, you're coverage of soccer outside NSW is disgraceful. The reports on the 
Queensland state finals was pathetic. A small box in the Sept 26 issue revealing the scores, 
but no match reports or even goalscorers. And why? My guess is because you are too stingy 
to have a Brisbane correspondent on a small retainer. | would also love ta Know why the state 
federations do not supply ABSW with full details of matches played, with goalscorers, best 
players, brief match reports, transfer news and so on. Do you think Serie A warrants twice the 
space of the South Australian or Western Australian leagues in a paper called Australian & 
British Soccer Weekly? Soccer fans could be excused for thinking that soccer doesn't exist 
outside NSW and Victoria. 


| can assume the circulation of ABSW is not increasing, or we would have read an editorial 
about how the paper is booming. I|s it any wonder that fans are now searching ior alternative 
ways of obtaining information? Indeed the appalling state of the soccer media has led to the 
birth of fanzines and Internet web sites. But the owners of ABSW probably aren't interested 
(or know) about this quiet revolution, 


Dear ‘Studs Up’ (sort of) 


A special jetters sub-section this issue as we recently asked our German 
correspondent Andre Kruger a few questions. As he put it in his reply “You can do 
with these words what you want, change it but clean my English..." Only too happy to 
Andre, we're sure our readers will learn plenty. 


1. What happened with Steve Conca? |t seemed he was spending an awful amount of time 
ever there trailing with various clubs, Kaiserslautern ete. What other clubs aid he trial for 
and whal was [he general opinion of him? 

Sorry, there was nothing in the German newspapers about training sessions. | coniacted 
Kaiserslautern but the woman on the line could not remember a player named Corica, and 
could only tell me the story about reserve goalkeeper Mark Schwarzer, At the moment Mark is 
not the second, only the third choice goalkeeper at the club. 


2. What is the profile of Australian soccer in Germany. Was the arrival of Zelic and 
Schwarzer greeled with amazement or curiosity? Did their arrivals increase the interest af 
clubs in other Australian players. Do they send any scauis to Australia or do they raly on 
seeing our young players af youth tournaments? 

When Schwarzer arrived in Germany there was nothing in the newspaper He played hwo 
games last season in the first division and he was the best man in his team, but both games 
were lost in the last minutes. The anly story | read about Mark was when he lost his drivers 
licence when he had a car accident last year He was drunk. 

There was.a bit more about Zelic in the press, because of his great game for the Olyroos 
against Holland in 1992. He had a very good year at Dortmund and he took over from German 
national team libero Stefan Reuter. But later he got injured and was never again a real team 
member, So he was out of the eyes of the press 

There was a bit of press about Mark Viduka, how Borussia Dortmund was watching him, 
but | think that was only because Zelic told the club that Viduka is a good player | have not 
heard anything about scouts heading to Australia to lcok for players. 


3 What coverage did Germany receive of the 1993 WYC? What was the apinian of the 
press andéor German FA regarding the efficiency of the running of the fournament, Did they 
view. as an outstanding success? 

We saw only the Germany gemes live on television, and later a few minutes from the final, 
jhale oll The press here wrote that the WYC in Australia was the best organised VWWYC ever 
Hil that the crowds were very good and ‘soccer crazy’. They said If it goes on like that, 
AAT has [ho chance ta get a World Cup tournament in the near future and to hold a good 
ynpG Lounranent 


This is an advertisement 


'Studs Up' needs you! 
Suloscribe - it will make our job easier! 


Issue no 6 (that's this issue for those who don't read the cover) marks the end of 
the first stage in ‘SU's development. From very humble beginnings we are now 
producing a fanzine which we believe is informative, occasionally humourous, 
adequately stapled together, and pretty cheap to boot. But more importantly we are 
getting a higher level of ‘external’ contributions. This has taken a weight off the biros 
of the editorial staff, who no longer need to produce twenty plus pages of stuff for each 
issue. The past couple of months have seen regular articles coming in from South 
Australia, Queensland and Canberra to complement the usual truckload of stuff from 
Sydney. It is a trend we hope will continue. 


The real bonus of these additional articles coming in is that we now think we have 
a fanzine worthy of being sold at all NSL grounds, For the first time since ‘SU’ was 
conceived we have had alittle time to consider the marketing and distribution side of 
things. We will be sending vast amounts of correspondence to all relevant officials 
over the coming weeks in an attempt to not only boost our circulation, but to also 
reach as many real fans as possible. It is crucial that we continue to grow as a lobby 
group, and the best way fo locate the true supporter is through clubs, We are hoping 
the clubs can oblige our requests. We'd appreciate it if you ask your local club official 
whether he stocks it yet! 


The downside to all this of course is money. We think $15 for six issues is pretty 
good value, and we can keep it at that price if we pick up a few more subscriptions. 
Naturally the more we print, the (slightly) cheaper it gets, and because we are running 
ata small loss, we don't have a lot of money for advertising or lobbying club officials 
(see above), A 95 cent stamp doesn’t sound much, but when you buy them by the 
box.... Anyway, enough background. It's time we got to the point. 


With Christmas coming up may we suggest that you consider buying a present 
with a difference this year and fork out $15 for a subscription for a soccer-loving friend 
or relative? And if you're one of the people who read someone else's ‘SU’ it's time you 
did the right thing and bought your own. We really would like to go monthly and 
some additional funds will ensure we won't go broke trying. 
lf you think you can help the address is P O Box 53, Oakleigh South 3167. 

In the meantime, if the next issue is six weeks away, please bear with us. Remember, 
we're still relatively new at all this. 


And don't forget - contributors receive ‘freebies’ 
You get nothing for nothing in this world, and ‘SU' is no exception. But as the 
dozens of ‘SU' contributors will testify, they do receive a free copy of the issue they ve 
contributed to, or an extension of their subscription. And there's always the chance to 
win a six-issue subscription in ‘Dear Studs Up’, even if you prefer to remain 
anonymous! Let's face it, you're running out of reasons not to write in to us... 














Oh no! It's another 'SU' quiz! Warringah complete the double 


For the second successive season, the final five teams were eliminated one by one in ‘order 
of merit’ until the season's two best teams were left to fight it out at Marconi Stadium for the 


Yes folks, it's novelty time. While recent ' 

Time’, it crossed our mind that in ae eo ma taten whore the ‘Greatest Goals of All title of Super League Champions. AnearlyRoss therington goal was sufficient to settle 

identify thie Bcorer from the following pleces of comm just as memorable. Your job is to the issue and thus complete the coveted ‘double’. It was the perfect way to farewell coach 
entary. The scorers name is replaced by : John Kosmina (and a couple of players as well) as he took up the challenge of 


(S) = surname, (cs) equals fullname. And the commentary line-up is: JM -John Motson 


KW - Kenneth Wolstenholme, BD - Barry Davies, US- Uncle Stavros... Answers on Page 35. consolidating the Newcastle Breakers in the “A "Sagvlt 


Blacktown meanwhile were left reflecting on anather ‘almost’ season but with one of the 
‘ aay Tostao. Piazza. Clodoaldo, Pele, Gerson. Oh, this is GREAT stuff. They seem to take it more professional set-ups In NSW, it may not be too many years before the rest of Australia 
ms to give an exhibition. Jarzinho, number seven. Pele, up comes (cs) on the right, AND IT'S gets to hear a lot more about the Demons. 


FOUR! Oh, that was sheer delightful football... 
1995 N.S.W SUPER LEAGUE LADDER - Final Standings 
r Ww Pts 


2. BD: Players are losing this ball in the sun, but it was (s) who picked up that Kidd flick... Driven 


wide. YES! (cs) has done it again! D(2) DW) - F A 
Wartingah Dolphins 26 17 4 1 48 17 60 
3. KW: Now Law, oh beautiful body swerve to Kidd, Law a Blacktown CityDemns 26 16 4 = os OS 
nd Ashton in the middie And here comes ers 5 
ae GREAT GOAL! Oh, that was a goal good enough to win the League , the cup, the world cup Cantarnity Renan as ° p = a6 “ 
n the Grand National! , Leichardt Tigers 26 10 a 5 7 29 23 43 
St George Saints 26 8 & 2 8 36 39 42 
4. BD: Mabbutt has gone forward with Stewart to the ri Sr rn ae et ee --- 
, ght, Lineker and Howells to the left. . 
. el gong have a crack? He IS youknow OH!ISAY! BRILLIANT! THAT IS SCHOOLBOY'S p aeareiele 1 vd . : . 2 = os 
\lawarra Lions 26 10 5 1 10 40 44 41 
5. BD: (s). Ah, wonderful skill He has Burrucha Rockdale Suns 29 8 p 0 4 30 33 38 
oh ga to his left, and Valdano to his left, he doesn’t 
need, he won'tneed any of them, OH! YOU HAVE TO SAY THAT'S MAGNIFICENT! There is no aah cal a ae a we a Se sth 
ea that goal, That was just pure football genius Beanie on Sales 26 - 5 1 43 32 33 39 
r 
6. JM: Oh, Van Tiggelan. It was a mistake by, er, Zavarov initially Van Tiggelen's got support here site tion _ oe ‘ : be or a 


from Arnold Muhran, (cs) is on the far side of the penalty area now - to volley IT... 


OH | SAY WHAT A GOAL! THAT'S A BEAUTY! How can you stop (CS)? Final fi 
inal tive series 


Aug 12 at Gabbie Stadium - Elimination Semi Final 


7. JM: Tremendous Spirit in this Hereford side - they're not vski 36 
- giving this up by any mea (M 
Now Tudor has gone down for Newcastle. (s) again OH WHAT A GOAL ts} the basin Leichardt 3 (Mike Talcevsk! 36, 54, Michael Reda 7") an . raiment “56) 
ex Araujo 42, ravatakis 


And now for a bit of an Australian flavour... Leichardt won 5-3 on penalties 
Aug 13 at Serbian Centre - Qualifying Semi final 


Blacktown 1 (Steve Berry 8) Canterbury 2 (Bryan Raeburn 10, Anthony Drouzas 41) 

Aug 19 at Gabbie Stadium - Minor Semi final 

Leichardt 1 (Michael Reda 41) Blacktown 4 (Adam Whan 7) - Blacktown won 4-2 on penalties 
Aug 20 at Marconi Stadium - Major Semi final 

Warringah 2 (Steven Hickman 22pen, Jason Bennett 29) Canterbury 0 


8. US: ...the Socceroos closing them down - the 

pressure has told,,.Arnold, (cs) on his right, Vid 

at: (S) goes for goooaaaAAALLL!!! 58 SECONDS IN! AUSTRALIA ae BROKEN +44 
ROUGH ALREADY! (CS) THE SCORER! Goal number five in this World Cup campaign.. What 

a sweet goal indeed Johnny Warren - and what a way to start the match! 





9. US: There's Slater now, this time he goes for Arnold. A Aug 27 at Gabbie Stadium - Preliminary final 
' . Away by Evans, Polak, (s) (s) mighth g ry 
~ nrow! ad lak ea anette ball, Veart's onside. Veart back now for (s). (s‘s) Pees rhe " Blacktown 2 (Jason Connolly 35, Antony Versi 59) Canterbury 0 

GOA - AND (CS) SCORES HIS FIRST GOAL AT SENIOR LEVEL. ANDITSA Sept 2 at Marconi Stadium - Grand final 

L DREAMS ARE MADE OF... Warringah Dolphins 1 (Ross Etherington 7) Blacktown City Demons 0 
10. US: 
ea Mi set “ie ne ahah to that hamstring problem - and Dave Mitchell, who's put away Awards 

g or Australia, they'd love him to score just one here... to keep the tie alive Gold Medal Wi Vlado Zoric (Canterb 
Mitchell with a qood intercepti P| ; ° al Winner: Viado Zoric (Canterbury) 
g ption.. Play on, Vidmar, he's got Farina on the right, h left ! iti 
Mitchell, Samuel back there. it’s still on for. (SKCS's) THIRD GOAL IN HI 2 pon ie css to Players’ Player of the Year. Scott Baillie (Macarthur Rams) 
7 p ; a ‘ A j 
AND HE'LL NEVER EVER SCORE A MORE IMPORTANT GOAL THAN THAT! =. TOR ROSE: OPED raven Cee 
And this wouldn't be 'SU' unless we finished with one of the all time great misses... — = — ~— = — a Olek fag 
11. US: Lazaridis was in there but here's (s), (cs). And there's the 1993 A Blacktown Bankstown Canberra Canterbur Adamstown 
ees . ; ball LAZARIDIS.... INSIDE - IT : 
SHOULD -G F 
own goal aa night nendoey. SNOT! UNBELIEVABLE! - (cs) who was so unlucky to concede an (ean consti a an Wanisose eure ie 
“=e B Bankstown Canterbury Warringah Blacktown Canberra 
41995 A Warringah Blacktown Canterbury Leicharat St George 


B Warringah Blacktown Canterbury _Leichardt St George 








25 a ‘Novotna’ 

Port does a ‘Novotna 

The reason so many soccer fans have trouble coming to grips with finals systems Is 
probably due to the fact that the best team does not necessarily win the championship. 
Never was that more clearly demonstrated than in September 1995 in Victoria when the 
Port Melbourne Sharks - despite winning the minor premiership by a record 22 points - 
failed to make the grand final. | | 

The A League hopefuls (I!) were unceremoniously dumped in straight sets when it really 
mattered, first by Altona via an extra time goal by the promising Atanasovski, followed by a 
heartbreaking shoot-out loss after a scoreless draw with Bulleen. That left Altona warm 
favourites to win their first Premier League title and a fierce contest was expected when 
Bulleen's young striker Peter Di lorio was elbowed in the chops in the opening minute, 
But the anticipated fireworks never eventuated, perhaps because two first half goals irom 
Dale White ensured Altona were forced to play (catch-up) soccer In the end, it was 
(almost inevitably) John Markovski who scored the winning goal. Affer sitting on the bench 
for virtually the entire finals series he emerged in the 61st minute of the match and , 
although having a negligible impact on procedings he got his head to the ball when it 
mattered. Peter Di lorio almost forced a shoot-out but his crisp low shot was saved by 
Darren McGrath in the final minute of extra time. 


1995 V.S.F. PREMIER LEAGUE FINAL LADDER 
P 








Ww D L F A PT 
Port Melbourne Sharks 26 22 3 1 60 13 69 
Altona Magic 26 14 5 7 36 29 47 
Sunshine Georgies 26 12 10 4 43 27 A6 
Bulleen Lions 26 11 9 6 31 22 42 
Albion Redsox 26 11 6 9 31 a2 ag 
Green Gully Cavaliers 26 10 8 3 31 26 38 
North Geelong Warriors 26 5 T 10 31 32 34 
Fawkner Blues 26 9 bs 12 25 35 a2 
Box Hill Inter 26 T g 14 25 30 23 
Springvale City Vales 26 T 7 12 31 47 28 
a 
St Albans Saints 26 7 5 44 32 33 26 
Preston Lions 26 6 7 13 28 37 20 
Doncaster Rovers 26 4 10 12 21 43 22 
Werribee Bees 26 5 6 15 25 44 21 


Relegated: St Albans, Preston, Doncaster. Werribee : 
Promoted: Bentleigh Greens, Thomastown Devils (ta be joined by Heidelberg, Melbourne Zebras) 


Final Five Series 

Aug 27 - Double header at Paisley Park, Altana 

Elimination final - BULLEEN 1 (Peter Lutgens 41) ALBION 1 (Michael Vesnaver 64) 

Bulleen 5-4 on pens 

Qualifying final- ALTONA 2 (ice Kutlesovski 63, Henry Velkovski 90) SUNSHINE 0 

Sept 3 - Double header at Anderson Reserve, Port Melbourne 

Minor Semi final - SUNSHINE 7 (Craig Lewis 16) BULLEEN 5 (Peter Lutgens 9, Pat Giaccherini 36, 
Frank Valentic 55, Peter Di lorio 88, Scott Patterson 91) 

Major semi final- PORT MELBOURNE 0 ALTONA 1 (Zdravko Alanasovski 102) 

Sep 10 - at Chaplin Reserve, Sunshine 

Preliminary Final- PORT MELBOURNE 0 BULLEEN 0 BULLEEN 54 on pens 


Sep 17 -GRAND FINAL at Olympic Park, Melbourne 

ALTONA MAGIC 3 (Ice Kutlesovski 29, Nick Georgopoulos 54, John Markovski 91) 
BULLEEN 2 (Dale White 16, 41) 

Man of the match - Jimmy Rooney medal - Chris Emsovski (Altona) 








acings since finals introduced A = pre-finals, B= post finals 


First Second Third Fourth Fifth 

1992 A Nth Geelong Bulleen Brunswick Green Gully  Fawkner 

B Nth Geelong Brunswick Bulleen Fawkner Green Gully 
1993 A Bulleen Fawkner Nth Geelong Sunshine St Albans 

B Bulleen Fawkner Sunshine Nth Geelong St Albans 
1994.4 Preston Bulleen Port Melb, Altona Sunshine 

B Preston Port Melb. Bulleen Sunshine Altona 
1995 A Port Melb. Altona Sunshine Bulleen Albion 

B Altona Bulleen Port Melb. Sunshine Albion 


rt tale of two Suadaye. 


Previous commitments ensured that | only had the opportunity to catch two weekends of 
finals action, but the difference in convenience and entertainment could not have been 
more stark. The opening double header was played at (he home of Altona - not totally 
Unfair considering they had finished in second pasition - which gave the casual or neutral 
fan very little encouragement to‘get out and see a game’. For the uninitiated, Altona is 
situated approximately 12km sth/west of the CDB, bearing in mind the population epicentre 
of Melbourne is 15km sth/east of the CDB. The accessability of the venue hawever is not 
helped by the fact that buses in the area cease afier 5pm on Sundays, and the nearest 
railway station is about 3km away (a fact SU discovered when it was too late...), The stuff 
delivered on the pitch was hardly worth the 570 entrance fee either, although students 
should note it only cost $9, That's right, a whole dollar off, 





Compare that with grand final day, held naturally enough at Olympic Park. Situated 
across the road from the National Tennis Centre, next door to the Eniertainment Centre 
and weeing distance from the MCG, Olympic Park ts still the preferred venue far 
Melbourne's soccer fans despite the dilapidated condition of the arena, To get ihe day off 
on the right foot we were handed a free finals programme as we went through the turnstile. 
Good job too. although not quite up to 19594 standard. | still see no reason why the 
programme was not available at all finals matches, they might have actually sold a few over 
the course of a month, I'll never complain when it's free though... 

For $70, we once again gol two games. The curtain raiser initially seemed a strange 
choice. The Victorian U15's versus the Victorian U16's The reality was an exhibition style 
match which produced plenty of time on the ball for most players, allowing the kids to 
produce some fantastic soccer, great individiual skills matched with well placed passes and 
no fear of being hacked down unneccessarily from behind. While a more competitive 
fixture such as an amateur or provincial cup final may have carried a greater prize. the kids 
made sure the audience was the winner fora change. It Is an idea worth persevering with. 


As |'ve already staled opposile, (he Grand Final itself was quite an enjoyable game, 
played in excellent weather (for Melbourne!) so [heré was every reason to walk out of the 
ground in a positive frarne of mind. Except thal | couldn't overlook the obviaus. This was 
not a victory for the people of Altona, this was a wetory for the local Macedonian community. 
| Know it's an old argument, but the average neutral fan would have ne interest in actually 
supporting either of the teams. The unashamed chanting of MAKA-DON-YA during the 
traphy presentation soured my afternoon, and on the way home | considered how many of 
ihe teams in the upper echolons of the Victorian leaques could seriously consider entering 
the new look A-League wiih such narrow support bases Perhaps they want to remain 
sharks ina fish pond. If that is the case, it may be some years before Melbourne has more 
than two clubs in the national league. For Melbourne fans, that would be a shame. 





— 





Sick of watching 'B' teams? Yeah, thought so. But what do we expect to see 
when we can only offer friendlies dressed up as ‘tests'? 
Henry Wizgier looks at the benefits of 


REAL COMPETITION 


One theme | keep constantly reading about in both A&BSW and ‘Studs Up’. in letters and 
articles, is the old beef about foreign teams coming here understrength, In fact - we should 
be so used to it by now that we ought to EXPECT it as quite normal. But something 
suddenly struck me Argentina didn't send their reserve team out. In fact, they even 
moved heaven and earth to include Diego Maradona in the line up! Why? 

Because - IT WAS A COMPETITIVE MATCHI of Course bloody Ghana and Colombia 
aren't going to move heaven and earth to get their full squad halfway around the world. 
There's NOTHING TO PLAY FOR! 


| hate to have to say this, bul | sometimes suspect that soccer people in Australia have 
been too infected by cricket and the rigby codes. | must admit that when | first arrived 
fram Pommie land | was amused to hear the word TEST being used for football matches 
TEST? That's bloody cricket and rugby! They play a series of tests against each other 
because they're all AMATEURS on HOLIDAY. (Okay, | know cricketers get ‘paid’ But | 
don't reckon that guys who play in long trousers and waddle about with beer-guts hanging 
over their belts are real professional sportsmen) They've got all the time in the world to 
play ‘series of tests’! The fact is my friends thal in the REAL wrold of REAL FOOTBALL, 
you don't have time to play ‘test' matches. Also, only the cricket/rugby playing fraternity of 
the Ex-British Empire play for the ‘honour of their country’. Professional footballers are all 
mercenaries who play for three things. Money, more money and even more money 


‘Lack of competition’ is one unpalatable fact as to why we always have and always will get 
second-rate teams down here. The other one of course is that unavoidable factor 
commonly known as ‘the tyranny of distance’. So, do we accept things as they are? The 
answer is YES, if we insist on wanting to play teams from Europe, SQuth America or Africa, 
in ‘friendlies’, The simple fact is - these countries are never going to send their strongest 
teams halfway around the globe for a GLORIFIED TRAINING SESSION. And that's that! 


But. it's not the end of the world for us. Ther's a joke there somewhere). There is an 
answer and it can be summed in up two Words - COMPETITION and ASIA> | can hear 
some people whingeing about it already. "But we're never going to see the Baggio's, 
Romario's, Asprilla’s...etc". The fact is, you'll never see them anyway! Another argument 
is, "We don't KNOW any Asian players..." In all honesty, apart from Higuita who played 
only half the game, how many of those Colombians did you know? As for Ghana, half 
those Ghanaians had never even heard of each other! So, what do you pay your ‘not 
inconsiderable’ entry fees to go and see? The opponents SHIRTS? 


The answer is, to re-adjust our ways of looking at the world game. Of course we don't 
KNOW any Asian footballers. We never SEE any Asian football, never READ about Asian 
football! It is therefore really important that our football information servies, like A&BSW, 
Studs Up and Soccer International as well as SBS's World Soccer on the screen, start 
putting more emphasis on Asia, 


What made football THE GREATEST GAME ON EARTH - are it's ‘international’ 
COMPETITIONS! The World Cup, The European Cup, The European Championships, 
Copa America, Toyota Cup, Libertadores Cup, UEFA Cup, Cup Winners Cup...etc. etc. 
etc, NOT FRIENDLIES! That's why Murdoch and Packer are so busy trying to create new 
rugby competitions all over the place. 


The fact is - we cannot play competitive malches aqeinet European, South Armiencan or 
African countnes and clubs. We GOULD however, play conipelilive qarnies ageinst Asian 
countries and clubs So, given the fact that you've never even heard of any ol the opposing 
players, would you STILL rather wateh sore meaningless thendly against {he reserves of 
an average European or South American nation’ Or, would you rathur wateh a blood and 
thunder Asian Cup mately aqgeirrat the likes of South Kotea, Japan or China? 

Remember the raar that went up atthe ShS when Vidar slotted home the equaliser 
against Argentina? Iwas a pretly ordinary qoal but. it MEANT something! Well, given 
inare competitions, we could hear more roars like (hal, nore offen Yes - even al club level 
It doesn't matter WHO (he opponents are. I's WHAT you are playing for! 


a a a a a a a a a a i a 


One point in Henry's article which should be thumped into al! the administrators 
is the need to Jearn more about Asian soccer. While there are plenty of proponents 
for Oz to compete in Asia we suspect that most of them actually know very little 
about whai is going on over there. [n an attempt to broaden the knowledge a /ittle 
we begin an irregular series appropriately titled 


Asia Yy/atch 


As January edges closer and our minds start to consider the make-up of the squad for 
the Oceania Olympic qualifiers, the Asians have been hard al it for months The number of 
minnows in Asia results ina heap of one-sided contests in the group stages, and the real 
business of qualifying for a trip to the US next year will come in the second stage cf 
matches to be held next March 

With the Japanese Olympic tearm turmoured to be touring later this year it's worth 
checking out what they have been upto They kicked off their qualilying group back in May 
with a 5-0 win in Thailand and didn't look back Two days later they blitzed Chinese Taipe| 
4-1 and home victories in June (6-0), 1-0) completed a 100% record Acimittedly not difficult 
against two of the real strugglers of Asian soccer and the real test will come in five months 
time. Also through with a 100% records are China and South Korea Incidentally, the 
Korean senior team impressed alrost everyone wilh a narrow Ot lose lo Brazil baek in 
August. Joao's nephew, the controversial Ricardo Tekera claimed South Korea were “an 
outstanding team® and were much tougher opponents (han Enaghnd Let's hape they don't 
finish fourth in 1997_, At junior level they continue to lack up the trophies, the latest being 
the Asian Schools' Championship in Brune where thoy beat Indonesia 1-0 in the final. 


Spectator wise the K-League is nol miles aliead ato local product Attendances for 
leaque matches are generally in the #12 000 biackel, allhough one game per week 
(Usually involving Hyundai Morand) pulls aroune 20.0000 ln China, loo, the pro league 
continues to gather momentum and crowde oF 40 C00 one rol uneommon, wilh the average 
hovering around 15-20.000 Given thal iheme leagues have only beer up and running a 
couple of years it may well be worthwhile for Soc Aus to send 4 Couple of people over there 
for a fortnight to discover how they are marketing thew yame | remember a couple of years 
ago one Chinese game drew 13 paying eustoniwis They riiiet be dome something right... 
i AFC News is just the thing we've been looking for.. 

With Australia's World Cup path for 1904 dealined to fake Us behind the bamboo: 
;curtain we should all feel obliged to learn a titty (ie ataul the game north of Darwin | 
"sur Is delighted to inform our reacors of the availability ol a brilliant publication produced by; 
Ithe Asian Football Confederation entilled ‘ALC flew’  Subeanptions are available for! 
ISUS25 for six Issues and payment should tae tonwelled to | 
AFC Marketing Ltd., 2001 Sports House, 1 Stadium Path, 

So Kon Po, Causeway Bay, Hong Kong. 





Bul 


etiun 


Remember - This is a FREE service. Anyone who wants to plug their 
product or advertise an upcoming function or even sell an old soccer 


ball that was once kicked by Ned Zelic should scribble down the details 


and mail it off to the usual address (see page 2). 


New chant looming) 
| on the Lakeside | 
| terraces? 

| Anyone who has been to a South | 
|Melbourne game in recent years will be | 
familiar with the regular chants of Hellas 
‘preceded by the legendary trumpet but ifa 
|bunch of Melbourne musos have their way | 
we could be hearing anew chant Frozen | 
jTears have released an EP titled ‘South =| 
Melbourne’ which features four versions | 
(pop mix, Greek Hellas mix, Power rock mix 
and ‘Ole mix) of a song which pays tribute 
to the Blues, and having heard the track | 
[Ean say that it's not quite what | expected, 
but rather than me comment on it we'll try 
land track down the boys to give us the 
‘inside’ news, Melbourne fans can pick up 
the CD at Metal Labyrinth in Banana Alley 
(Flinders St) while interstate fans could 
loarhase contact the club, 








Soccer cards with a difference 

Collector cards are all with the rage in 
most sports but "SU adwises fans lo look 
out fora particularly good set of cards 
marketed under the name of SUPERSTAR 
SOCCER, The difference with these cards 
is that for $16.95 you get 64 cards anda 
rulebook. That's right, it's a game. 
Additional ‘booster packs can be bought 
for 34.95 (12 cards) which enables you to 
customise your personal deck On first 
impressions it looks like an excellent 
Chnstmas present. 


For more information contact: 
Superstar Games Pty Ltd 
P © Box 261, Drummoyne, NSW 2047 
Tel: (02) 819-7199 


Board 


Calling all 'closet' fans. 
Any inorested parties (nol necessarily 
| Aust alan) but who have the progress 
land betterment of our great gare 
Australian Association Football - al herr 
who would like to form a supporters club 
to this effect, please contact me - 
‘Paul Gearing on (03) 9370-5879. 
|Prime aims of the supporters club would | 
jbe to muster at designated points at 
designated NSL games to give flag 
waving and vocal support to the current | 
truly Australian NSL teams. Notably 
Wollongong, Brisbane, Newcastle and 
\Canberra, The club, as a unit, must 
|be seen to be abiding by civil and NSL 
jaws and regulations. ie.e No trouble, 
being as such, counter-productive to the 
cause. 
The club would stay in operation until 3) 
|we either convince the soccer | 
administrators to make available a truly | 
Melbourne cosmopolitan team (or teams) | 
| 
| 












or b) we are convinced thal we can be 
accepted by the two current NSL teams 
(Knights and Sth Melb) as supporters ina 


soccer fraternity and not on ethnic merits 


This is not a recording - That 
Yearbook is just around the corner... 
Latest word from SAHQ suggests the new 
A-League Yearbook should be in the 
shop in a matter of weeks, 

Keep looking... - 


ASF News comes to an abrupt end 


Those of you who were excited by the 
periodical release of ASF News can sit 
down again. Unfortunately issue two 
didn't quite make it out of the SFS due to 
the well documented injunctions. But 
hope is on the honzon, Latest rumours 
would have us believe there will be a 
replacement information bulletin doing the 
rounds in the very near future. Stay 
tuned, 


Quiz answers from page 28 | 
4,Carlos Alberto 2.George Best 

3.Bobby Chariton 4.Paul Gascoigne 

5 Diego Maradona 6.Marco Van Basten 
|? Ronnie Radford 8,Carl Veart 


19 Ned Zelic 10.Mehmet Durakovic 
44 Tony Vidmar 





Australia to host World Cup! 





Well, sort of. Supa Oldie Sports International are holding the World Fun Cup for aver 35's 
and over 45's at Carrara on the Gale Goast in October 1996, and if the promotional 
brachure Is indicative of the way the tournament will be run it is bound to be an unqualified 
success Weill be sure lo give further details in a future issue of ‘SU’, but jf you want more 
info immediately you should get in touch with 
=== The Carnival Director, P O Box 142, Tugun, Qld 4224. === 

Entries close on June 30, 1996 so you Nave a few months to see if you can get fit. There 
are a whole range of packages available for interstate visitors so get brochure - now! 


Auction - Make the effort on October 20 7 | 
| One of the added bonuses on our recent visil to Sydney was the chance to. catch up with | 
| Micky Brock who writes a regular column in ABSW and is the founder of the AFSA (see SUA) | 
| Micky also runs the UKSSD and has organised a charity night at Bondi Diggers Club on Friday | 
October 20 where you may be able to pick up that perfect Christmas present There willbe | 
heaps of autographed shirts, balls, pennants etc as well as photos and, well, we'd be a mug to | 
| 
| 
| 
| 








UK Cup is on again - Keep November 12th clear... 

Waverley City Soccer Club in Burwood (Melbourne) will once again be the venue for the 
UK Cup, and as previous participants we car quarantee a greal day out We could waffle 
on all day about what a marvellous job the organisers do but the best thing you can do Is 
get out there and have a iook for yourselves “You won't be disappointed. If you're Keen to 
drag the boots on you should get in contact with Jack Hulse on (03) 9782-4457. or if you 
don't want to talk to a Man City fan (!) you can ring the club on 9801-2312 and get the 
lowdown from Norm Wilicocks. And if that dicky knee is still giving you a hard time and you 
just fancy a quiet drink on a Sunday arvo you may be keen to note the club has Guinness 
oniap. See yathere. Go Hammers 


|miss it. Entrance is only $3 for adults and $2 for U16's with AFSA members FREE! 
Sydney readers can tune in to Radio 2000 FM 98.5 on Thursday nights at 11 OO for more 
details. or the rest of Australia can rina Micky on (02) 554-3888 to submit an early bid 


|All we have to do now is convince Micky to flog a few copies of ‘SU’ onthe miahit! | 








Now that the NSL season has begun we can all get ourselves away from the 
couch, get vertical, and go and see the best teams in the country battle it out 
on the field for a change. But if you're a bit of a vegie and are just happy to 
browse. the papers make sure you 


Look out for.... 


OCTOBER 
22 - South Melbourne scheduled to play their first match at the new Lakeside Oval 


NOVEMBER 

2 - Derby Day in Adelaide as West Adelaide host(?!) Adelaide City 

10 - Australia v New Zealand (in Auckland) - to be confirmed 

12 - Sydney Utd host Melbourne Knights in the clash of the, no, alright, | won't say it 
15 - Australia v New Zealand (in Sydney) - to be confirmed 

15 - Final qualifying matches (19 of ‘em) for Euro ‘96 incl. sweden v Turkey, Holland v 
Norway, Portugal v Rep of Ireland, Germany v Bulgana, Russia v Finland 

25 - Clash of the new boys as Canberra host Newcastle 

24-26/Dec 6-10 - African Cup Winners Cup Final 


DECEMBER 

Draw for World Cup 1998 qualifying groups in Paris 
1-3/15-17 - African Club Champions Cup final 

10 - Another bumper crowd expected at the second Melbourne derby of the season 
22 - Semi finals in the Asian Cup Winners Cup 

24 - Final in the ACWC 

29 - Semi finals in the Asian Club Championship 

31 - ACC Final 


1996 

JANUARY 

10-27 - Concacaf Gold Cup takes place in Southern California 
13-31 - Oceania Olympic qualifiers to be held in Adelaide 

13 - African Nations Cup Finals kick-off in South Africa 

Grp A: (Johannesburg) South Africa, Cameroon, Eaypt, Angola 
Grp B: (Bloemfontein) Zambia, Algeria, Sierra Leone, Burkina Faso 
Grp C: (Durban) Nigeria, Zaire, Gabon, Liberia 

Grp D. (Port Elizabeth) Ivory Goast, Ghana, Tunisia, Mozambique 
Asian Cup qualifiers begin 

Australia likely to play two full internationals at home. 


MAY 

Concacaf Olympic Qualifiers (Final Round) - yes, this [S relevant 
JUNE 

1 - FIFA scheduled to announce the host for the 2002 World Cup 
8 - Euro ‘96 kicks off with the opening matcn at Wembley 

22-23 - Quarter Finals 26 - Semi finals 30 - Final at Wembley 
Australia likely to play two internationals at home 

JULY 

19 - Olympic Games begin in Atlanta, but the soccer won't., 
DECEMBER 

Asian Cup Finals to be held in UAE 





56] y See you all in 4-6 weeks, depending on the response io page 27. 
ae Hopefully by then we'll have received plenty of mailto masticate over 





